
Greater Cincinnati Water Works 

Engineering Division 

June 20, 2013 

Rainwater Harvesting System Requirements for Cisterns : 

1.  Rainwater is permitted to be used for flushing of toilets and irrigation only. 

2.  Purple Pipe must be utilized both inside and outside of the building for any non-potable water supply 
of Rainwater or Runoff.  The pipe must be embossed, integrally stamped or marked with the words: 
“CAUTION: NON-POTABLE WATER – DO NOT DRINK”  

3.  Water should be treated but not to potable water standards. 

4.  Operations and Maintenance Manuals must be submitted to Water Works as part of permit review 
process.  Applicant must specify type of maintenance and a schedule of when maintenance is to occur. 

5.  The Water Works reserves the right to review and approve Operation and Maintenance at the time 
of installation and inspection.  The Water Works will determine the frequency of testing. 

6.  An appropriate approved permit from the City of Cincinnati is required before applicant can build and 
operate a Rainwater Harvesting System 

7.  At a minimum, backflow devices including air gaps must be tested/inspected at the time of 
installation and every 12 months, as per Water Works standards. 

8.  Makeup water from the public water system:  The public water supply must be protected against 
backflow by means of a backflow prevention device or air gap.  Backflow prevention devices must be 
kept in good working order and air gaps are not to be breached with a piped connection or hose into 
tanks. 

9.  Contact Person for questions about: 

Rainwater Harvesting Survey and submittals:  Ms. Becky Calder at 591-7857 

Backflow Testing procedures:  Mr. Dave Rechel at 591-7835 

Water testing practices:  Mr. Jeff Swertfeger at 624-5608 
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