
PROPERTY TAX WORKING GROUP  
Protecting homeowners, strengthening neighborhoods. 

 
Public Meeting Notes 

 
United Way of Greater Cincinnati 

2400 Reading Road, Cincinnati, OH 45202 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Before the start of the meeting, a PowerPoint presentation was scrolling with an 
overview of the Property Tax Working Group’s previous meeting. The presentation is 
attached below. Additionally, the information can be accessed on the Property Tax 
Working Group webpage > Resources + References > Miscellaneous > Property Tax 
Working Group Timeline, Process, and Resources.  
 
At the start of the meeting, the second PowerPoint below was used as a visual. Please 
see the PowerPoint for more information 
 
Overview  

• Overview of evening’s agenda/flow 
o Working Group timeline and process 
o Public Comment 
o Opportunities for Further Engagement  

• Working Group Timeline 
o Started as a conversation between Carol Gibbs and Vice Mayor 

Smitherman and was formalized through a motion in the fall of 2018 
o The Working Group started meeting on a monthly basis in February 2019 

and has held the following meetings on the third Thursday of the month 
from 9:00 – 10:30 a.m.: 
 February: Introduction 
 April: Emerging Themes 
 May: Small Group Work 
 June: Property taxes and CPS (Guest speaker: Jennifer Wagner, 

CPS Treasurer) 
 July: Ohio Aging Demographics (Guest speaker: Dr. Appelbaum, 

Scripps Gerontology Center) 
 August: Tax Abatements 101 (Guest speaker: Director Denning, 

City of Cincinnati Department of Community and Economic 
Development) 

 September: Community Perspectives on Tax Abatement Panel 
(Guest speaker panel) 

o Additionally, the Working Group has held the following meetings and 
distributed the following surveys to gain public input: 
 March – May: Survey 
 April: Public  meeting 
 July – September: 2nd Survey 



 September: Public Meeting 
 Additionally, all Working Group meetings are open to the public and 

there are comment cards that can be submitted at the meetings or 
online through the website (cincinnati-oh.gov/propertytaxproject)  

• Resources and References 
o There are a lot of educational documents, data sets, etc. under the 

“Resources and References” section of the Property Tax Working Group 
website 

 
Public Comment  
Each speaker got two minutes to speak. In some instances, the Working Group 
members responded. Here are the emerging themes from the public comment: 

• Abatements can lead to destruction of green space by developers 
• Who are the winners and losers of the current policy 

o Winners: developers, disinvested communities, folks on path to 
homeownership 

o Losers: seniors, disabled, working poor & low-income residents, legacy 
residents 

• Incentives and what is given back to community 
o Many feel abatements are a subsidy to the wealthy who only harm 

neighborhoods through increased tax burden, thus not giving back 
o VTICA ensures that commercial development receiving abatements is still 

providing money for community 
 Unique to Cincinnati and something others are looking to replicate 

• Current taxation system is not fair nor equitable 
o Some folks tear down properties to get reduction on tax basis and then 

also get abatements 
o Abatements allow wealthy to avoid paying their fair share 
o Seniors on fixed incomes face taxation in same way as others even 

though on fixed income 
o As property values rise in area, so do property taxes, even if one’s income 

does not change 
• Changes to abatement policy 

o Some would like them to go away entirely 
o Limit the number of abatements a community is eligible for 
o Abatements should promote development in high risk communities, not 

low risk communities (which is often currently the case) 
o Even if a neighborhood as a whole is well-off, there are residents who are 

not wealthy and who could benefit from an abatement 
o Close loophole regarding building demolitions and reduction of tax liability 

• Other models 
o Columbus, OH: applying abatements differently in different neighborhoods 
o Atlanta, GA: capping taxes for seniors 
o Los Angeles, CA: Prop 13 freezing taxes at rate of sale price of home 

• Need for more information on:  
o Eligibility for tax abatement 



o Tax value on properties/land where building is torn down 
o Consistency of tax appraisal from County Auditor 
o Columbus Abatement Model 

 
Opportunities for Further Engagement  

• Sign-up for our email list  
• Attend a Working Group meeting to observe or submit written comment 

o Third Thursdays of the month 
o Next one: October 17th  

• Evening meeting at Invest in Neighborhoods on October 29th  
• Visit the webpage to submit questions, ideas, and comments through the online 

comment form (cincinnati-oh.gov/propertytaxproject)   
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MEETING AGENDA 

• Working Group timeline and process 
 
• Public Comment 
 
• Opportunities for Further Engagement  
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RESOURCES + REFERENCES 
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cincinnati-oh.gov/propertytaxproject 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
Please fill out a speaker card. 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER 
ENGAGEMENT 

• Tonight: Sign-up for our 
email list  

 
• October 17th: Next 

working group meeting 
     805 Central Avenue 
 
• Ongoing: Visit webpage 

to submit questions, 
experiences, and ideas  
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cincinnati-oh.gov/propertytaxproject 
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