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The Property Tax 
Working Group 
gathered feedback 
from community 
members through 
an online survey 
that was open from 
March - May 2019. 

Complete survey 
responses, along 
with “snapshots” 
like the one to the 
right can be found 
here:
 
http://bit.ly/Propert
yTaxProjectSurveys

PROPERTY TAX WORKING GROUP
SURVEY RESPONSE SNAPSHOT

As of May 30, 2019

One of the ways the Property Tax Working Group is gathering feedback from members 
is through an online survey. The survey opened on March 14, 2019 and closed on May 30, 
2019.

Stay up-to-date on the Property Tax Working Group by visiting cincinnati-oh.gov/propertytaxproject

EMERGING THEMES WHAT IDEAS DO YOU HAVE TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?

EMERGING THEMES WHAT IS YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH THIS ISSUE?

Review tax abatement 
policy (39 respondents)

Adjust property taxes for 
legacy residents/senior 
citizens (41 respondents)

Freeze property 
taxes at year of 
retirement

General comments on lowering 
taxes (30 respondents)

# of Responses Received per Neighborhood

In 78 days, the working group received 212 responses from community 

members in 26 Cincinnati neighborhoods and 13 municipalities.
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Concern about effects 
of tax abatements

Rising property taxes are affecting 
ability to stay in neighborhood

No abatements for 
new construction

Limit abatements to 
remodeling and reuse

Extend cap for 
Homestead 
Exemption

Property taxes as 
a % of net income

Tax break for long-term 
residents (10+ years - freeze 
taxes at 10-year rate)

“We have both retired 
now and feat at the 
rate of tax increases 
we will not be able to 
sustain living here... We 
have lived here 33 
years and it’s the first 
time we have 
considered leaving the 
city.”

“Property taxes continue 
to rise and are 
becoming a financial 
strain on our family, as 
our income isn’t 
increasing as quickly as 
taxes seem to be. I can’t 
imagine how someone 
on a fixed income can 
afford to live in their 
home.”
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The Property Tax 
Working Group 
gathered feedback from 
community members 
through a second online 
survey that was open 
from late July – early 
September 2019. Over 
450 responses were 
received. 

Complete survey 
responses can be found 
here:  

http://bit.ly/PropertyTa
xProjectSurveys

Examples of survey 
questions and 

responses

As of 9.6.19 - FINAL

26
 

How do you think tax abatements have affected your neighborhood? 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

Very Positively

Positively

Negatively

Very Negatively

I am not aware of
any impact.

Number of Responses

10%

35%

14%

12%

29%

As of 9.6.19 - FINAL

15
 

Have you or someone you know had an experience being approached by a 
developer/investor wanting to purchase your home?

If so, how many times have you or someone you know been approached?
 

 

If so, how were you or someone you know approached?
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Yes

No

Number of Responses

48%

49.5%
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1 to 3 times

4 to 6 times

7 to 9 times

10+ times

Number of Responses

23%

3%

28%

46%
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Email

Phone Call or Text

Flyer or Mail

In-Person

Other

Number of Responses

25%

1%

12%

2%

61%

50.5%

Other responses include: Real estate agents monitoring property tax slip-ups; through a 
realtor; Developer wanting to know how to approach the community regarding proposed 
development.
Note: Some respondents noted multiple methods of communication. 
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Excerpt from the letter from the 
Co-Chair, Carol Gibbs:

I went to talk with Vice Mayor 
Smitherman about my concerns 
about vulnerable residents being 
displaced during the 
redevelopment and development 
of our neighborhoods.  I had 
watched other neighborhoods 
struggle with the displacement of 
our senior and disabled 
homeowners who lived with limited 
incomes... I thought it was time to 
try and protect them from the 
necessary progress needed in our 
neighborhoods and allow them the 
choices that come with being a 
long term home owner... 

Vice Mayor Smitherman and I 
decided that we would co-chair a 
working group of representatives 
from various organizations working 
in this area of focus...

The full letter can be read at 
cincinnati-oh.gov/propertytaxproject

The working group emerged 
from a partnership between Vice 
Mayor Smitherman and Carol 
Gibbs. Together, they serve as 
the Property Tax Working Group 
co-chairs. The working group was 
officially established by motion in 
September 2018. A motion in 
March 2019 added members to 
the group.
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Working Group held a 
public meeting on April 
2nd. The purpose of the 
meeting was to gather 
information, 
experiences, and ideas 
from community 
members to
help inform and guide 
the working group. The 
Hamilton County 
Auditor, Dusty Rhodes, 
also attended to answer 
questions on “Property 
Tax 101.”

Notes from this meeting 
are here: 
http://bit.ly/PTWGApr
PublicNotes 

April 2nd, 2019 | 6 - 8 p.m. | William H. Taft Elementary School
270 Southern Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45219

The Property Tax Working Group is studying trends related to property taxes in 
order to make recommendations aimed to help keep senior citizens on a limited 
income in their homes and communities. Come and share your experience 
with property taxes in your neighborhood. 

PROPERTY TAX WORKING GROUP
PUBLIC MEETING

Protecting homeowners, 
strengthening neighborhoods.

Visit cincinnati-oh.gov/propertytaxproject 
for more information + to submit comments or contact 

Samantha McLean at samantha.mclean@cincinnati-oh.gov | 513-352-4886.

RESIDENTIAL TAX ABATEMENTS PART 1:
RESIDENTIAL CRA 101
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Community and Economic 
Development, provided a 
brief overview of 
commercial Community 
Reinvestment Area policy 
followed by a more in-depth 
look at residential CRA 
policy.

Notes from this meeting are 
saved here: 
http://bit.ly/PTWGAugNotes

RELATED RESOURCES
Saved under “Tax Abatements” here: http://bit.ly/PTWGResources

Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Property Tax Abatement in a 
Large County

Hamilton County Auditor Data - Exempt, TIF, and Abated P
Properties - Raw

Hamilton County Auditor Data - Exempt, TIF, and Abated 
Properties - City 
Single Family Residential

Tax Abatement Law FAQs

Cincy Insights Residential Tax Abatements

Cincy Insights Residential Tax Abatement One-Pager

City of Cincinnati Department of Community and 
Economic Development CRA Presentation

CRA Reauthorization - 2017 Emergency Ordinance

CRA Reauthorization - Budget and Finance 
Committee Meeting Video

CURRENT TAX
PAYMENT

BEFORE
CURRENT TAX LIABILITY

AFTER
POST-IMPROVEMENT TAX LIABILITY

CURRENT TAX
PAYMENT

ABATED VALUE

RESIDENTIAL TAX ABATEMENTS PART 2:
COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVES PANEL
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Panelists shared their thoughts and experiences with 
residential tax abatements for community development. 
Panelists included: 

S. Barbara Busch, WIN
Mike Cappel, CHURC
Deb Robb, The Port
Dan Schimberg, Uptown Rental 
Robie Suggs, 1st Fin. Bank

RELATED RESOURCES
Saved under “Tax Abatements” here: http://bit.ly/PTWGResources

Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Property Tax Abatement in a 
Large County

Hamilton County Auditor Data - Exempt, TIF, and Abated P
Properties - Raw

Hamilton County Auditor Data - Exempt, TIF, and Abated 
Properties - City 
Single Family Residential

Tax Abatement Law FAQs

Cincy Insights Residential Tax Abatements

Cincy Insights Residential Tax Abatement One-Pager

City of Cincinnati Department of Community and 
Economic Development CRA Presentation

CRA Reauthorization - 2017 Emergency Ordinance

CRA Reauthorization - Budget and Finance 
Committee Meeting Video

PROPERTY TAXES + 
CINCINNATI PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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CPS revenue sources

CPS general operating fund 
revenue sources

Fixed sum vs. fixed rate 
levies

Hypothesis on the impact of 
freezing fixed income 
property taxes

The presentation and notes from 
this meeting are saved here: 
http://bit.ly/PTWGJuneNotes

RELATED RESOURCES
Saved here: http://bit.ly/PTWGResources

Hamilton County Auditor Website

Hamilton County Treasurer Website

The Property Tax Working Group heard from Jennifer M. 
Wagner, Cincinnati Public Schools Treasurer and Chief 
Financial officer. Her presentation covered:

OHIO AGING DEMOGRAPHICS
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Dr. Bob Applebaum, Director of 
the Ohio Long-Term Care 
Research Project and Professor, 
Department of Sociology and 
Gerontology, Miami University 
presented on Ohio Aging 
Demographics and implications for 
housing, services, and taxes.

Notes from this meeting are saved 
here: http://bit.ly/PTWGJulyNotes

RELATED RESOURCES
Saved under “Seniors and Property Tax” here: http://bit.ly/PTWGResources

AARP Long-Term Services & Supports State Scorecard

ACS 2017 Demographic Data for Older Adults (provided by 
Miami University's Scripps Gerontology Center)

Cincinnati Neighborhood Senior Population Data - 2010 Census

Cincinnati Neighborhood Senior Population Data - 2013 - 2017 
ACS

Minnesota's Senior Citizens Property Tax Deferral

Ohio’s Homestead Exemption FAQs

Ohio Aging Demographics (Dr. Applebaum, Scripps 
Center for Gerontology at Miami University)

Property Tax Exemptions for Seniors

Pros and Cons of State Tax Breaks for Senior Citizens

Scripps Center for Gerontology Research

State Tax Preferences for Elderly Taxpayers

EMERGING THEMES
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During the April meeting, the 
Property Tax Working Group 
debriefed the feedback from 
the April Public Meeting. The 
major topics covered were: 

• Tax abatements
• Need for housing court
• Passion
• Fairness
• Adequate development    
   for community
• Transparency
• Rising property taxes
• Tax levies
• Tax relief for seniors 
   allowing them to stay in   
   their homes 

From this discussion, two 
major thematic areas 
emerged:

Notes from this meeting are saved here: http://bit.ly/PTWGAprNotes

RESIDENTIAL TAX 
ABATEMENT REVIEW

PROPERTY TAXES AND 
SENIORS, LEGACY 
RESIDENTS, AND 

INDIVIDUALS LIVING WITH 
DISABILITIES/SPECIAL 

NEEDS

SMALL GROUP WORK
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Group split into small groups 
based on the two emerging 
themes. Each small group 
was asked to discuss: 
problems, root causes, 
potential solutions, and 
information needed. 

Both groups identified a need 
for more information and 
data. 

Notes from this meeting are saved here: 
http://bit.ly/PTWGMayNotes

RESIDENTIAL TAX 
ABATEMENT REVIEW

PROPERTY TAXES AND 
SENIORS, LEGACY 
RESIDENTS, AND 

INDIVIDUALS LIVING WITH 
DISABILITIES/SPECIAL 

NEEDS

GROUP 2

GROUP 1

INTRODUCTION
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Fairness, Equity, Balance resident and stakeholder needs, Avoid 
generalizations, Understand that neighborhoods are unique

Understand what is driving 
development/change in 
neighborhoods 

What programs are currently in place to help protect  
Homeowners and aging in place?

What are equitable ways 
of taxation? 

Etc...Look into tax abatements – how does this affect what is 
occurring in neighborhoods? 

Identify existing challenges > understand their causes > propose solutions  

Need to add more stakeholders to group via a 
motion (passed in March 2019)

Notes from this meeting are saved here: http://bit.ly/PTWGFebNotes

GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES

WHO ELSE NEEDS 
TO BE AT TABLE?

END GOALS

WHAT WE NEED TO LEARN

Develop policy 
recommendation 

that can be 
brought to City 

Council

Provide 
educational 
resources

Identify the 
conversations 

that need to be 
had at the local, 
state, or federal 

level

PROPERTY TAX WORKING GROUP | TIMELINE, PROCESS, AND RESOURCES

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: cincinnati-oh.gov/propertytaxproject


