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GOP tax plan bringing economic opportunity
Your Turn
Tim Scott 

Guest columnist

Our national unemployment rate 
currently sits at 3.8 percent, which is 
an astonishingly low number given the 
events of the past dozen years. From 
the Great Recession to a regulatory 
state and federal tax structure seem
ingly equipped to stop growth, we saw 
unemployment numbers as high as 10 
percent in recent years.

Thankfully, President Donald 
Trump made clear that tax and regula
tory reform were key policy goals for 
his administration, and Congress has 
been able to take significant steps for
ward. More than a million jobs have 
been created since the passage of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, and we are see
ing more and more optimism among 
business owners across the country.

As President Ronald Reagan said, a 
rising tide lifts all boats, and that is 
proving to be true in communities that 
have historically had significantly 
higher unemployment rates. In 1963, 
black unemployment sat at 13 percent, 
and over the course of the next 55 
years stayed twice as high as the rest of 
the population.

Even under President Barack Oba
ma, black unemployment reached as 
high as 14 percent - a number higher
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More than a million jobs have been created since the passage of the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, and we are seeing more and more optimism among business 
owners across the country, the columnist says, lynne sladky/ap

than the national unemployment rate 
during the Great Depression. Today, 
thanks to tax reform and positive eco
nomic growth policies from the White 
House and Congress, black unemploy
ment sits at below 6 percent, and the 
gap between black unemployment 
and the national average is the small
est on record.

When you dig deeper into the num
bers, black unemployment has fallen 
fast over the past year. In 2017, black 
unemployment was 7.6 percent versus

4.4 percent for all Americans, and in 
the past year, black unemployment fell 
1.7 percent, while overall unemploy
ment fell just 0.5 percent.

For cities like Cincinnati, the tax 
plan has resulted in an unemployment 
rate of 3.5 percent, a nearly all-time 
low. The average weekly pay for Cin
cinnati workers shot up 2.7 percent in 
April alone, and 4.8 percent over the 
past year. Statewide in Ohio, you’re 
seeing the 12th straight month of lower 
unemployment - reaching its lowest

number since 2001.
The great news is this has all oc

curred before a key initiative takes ef
fect. I worked hard to ensure the cre
ation of “Opportunity Zones” in the tax 
bill, which have the potential to trans
form distressed communities across 
Florida and the nation.

The provision uses tax incentives to 
bring long-term investment to parts of 
America that continue to struggle with 
high poverty and sluggish job growth. 
Investors are allowed to defer capital 
gains taxes by reinvesting those gains 
into a recognized “Opportunity Zone.”

I joined Sen. Marco Rubio in Florida 
this past April to discuss how the 
zones could help low-income and un
derserved communities across the 
state, and the interest and excitement 
was absolutely amazing.

President Trump said in his Inaugu
ral Address, “the forgotten men and 
women of our country are being for
gotten no longer,” and the policy re
sults of the past 18 months are show
ing that to be true. Communities that 
feel left behind won’t be forgotten, and 
we are bringing opportunity to all 
Americans.

This opportunity is not only color 
blind, but it begins to bring equal in
centives and hope for all Americans.

Tim Scott has served as the junior 
United States Senator for South Caroli
na since 2013.

SMART911 may just save you or your loved one’s life
Your Turn
Amy Murray 

Guest columnist

As a mom, I want to do everything I 
can to protect my family. It’s in a par
ent’s DNA. It’s in everything we do.

That’s why, last week I sat down at 
my computer, logged onto 
SMART911.com, and provided critical 
emergency information to our fire and 
police departments. Now, if I or any
one in my family calls 911, whether it’s 
from home or their cell phones, first re
sponders will have an extra tool in pro
viding emergency assistance.

The process only took minutes to 
complete, and was simple and free! 
Best of all was the satisfaction I re
ceived from putting a safety umbrella

over my family. As a mom, an aunt, a 
sister, a daughter, I appeal to everyone 
to sign your family up and create indi
vidual profiles right now. I believe it 
can and will save lives.

Recently launched in Cincinnati, 
SMART9I1 has partnered with Hamil
ton County throughout the entire 
county. The program saves precious 
time by providing critical information 
to the dispatcher immediately. When 
you call 911 from your cell phone, a dis
patcher will see the profile you have 
provided, including home and/or work 
addresses, emergency contacts, vehi
cle description, and pet information.

For example, if you call 911 from your 
cell phone during a fire, your profile 
will display your address, your family 
members, and your pet’s information 
to the dispatcher, who can then pro

vide those details to the first respond
ers. In that case, if the call is discon
nected before you could provide your 
information, the dispatcher would still 
see your profile and, if needed, could 
notify your emergency contacts.

When you create a private and se
cure Safety Profile at SMART911.com, 
you can share as little or as much in
formation as you want. I answered 
most of the questions because I want 
an emergency responder to have as 
much information as possible when 
responding to help my family. What 
can you do? Sign up now. Share this 
with everyone in your circles.

We are very fortunate to have the 
full support of Ron and Jill Plush and 
their family, who have inspired this 
launch and will be joining our volun
teer team to help get information

about SMART911 in front of as many 
people as possible. They know all too 
well how critical it is to get information 
to emergency responders in a time of 
crisis. If you would like someone to 
speak to your group or if you need 
more information about SMART9I1, 
you can call my council office at (513) 
352-3640 or email Amy.Murray@Cin- 
cinnati-oh.gov for assistance.

SMART9I1 is a game-changer for 
emergency communications and is 
now available to us in Cincinnati and 
Hamilton County.

Before you forget, before you go 
anywhere, go to your computer, log on
to SMART9Il.com and put that safety 
umbrella over your family.

Cincinnati City Councilwoman 
Amy Murray is vice chair of the Law 
and Public Safety Committee.

READ AND SHARE OPINIONS

Reading and commenting online: To view 
editorials, letters and op-eds online, visit 
cincinnati.com/news/editorials-letters. 
Those with Facebook accounts may post 
comments on individual items.

Kevin Aldridge, kaldridge@enquirer.com

WRITING LETTERS OR OP-EDS: Letters of up to 200 words may be submitted by filling out the form at 
static.cincinnati.com/letter/ or emailing letters@enquirer.com. Include name, address, community and 
daytime phone number. Op-eds are submitted the same way except they should be 500-600 words and 
also include a one-sentence bio and head shot. Duetoour volume of mail, we are only able to publish items 
received electronically. Submissions may be edited for space and clarity, and may be published or distrib
uted in print, electronic or other forms
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