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Jason and Janice Davis hold their newborn girl 
Julienne on Friday. Julienne was born on an 
1-75 shoulder Thursday on the way to Christ 
Hospital.

Surprise 
delivery: 
Baby born 
along 1-75
Dad acts as doctor 
on shoulder of highway
By Quan Truong
qtruongQenquirer. com

Julianne was ready and she wasn’t going to wait.
As her father sped down Interstate 75, her moth

er in the passenger seat - counting the time be
tween contractions - the baby girl wanted out.

There, along the sloped shoulder of the highway 
covered with ice and snow, Jason Davis hunched 
by the side of his SUV and delivered his child 
Thursday evening.

“Whatever I do for the rest of my life, nothing 
will top this,” Davis, 38, said. “It’s wild.”

Both mother and daughter were doing well Fri
day at Christ Hospital. The couple celebrated the 
first moments with Julianne, looking forward to 
Christmas with the family’s new addition.

Just a day before, however, things were not as 
calm.

Janice Davis began feeling sporadic contrac
tions around 5 a.m. Thursday, but thought nothing 
of it when they stopped after a few hours. After run
ning errands with her mother, the contractions re
turned and the couple decided around 5 p.m. to 
head to Christ Hospital - the same place their two 
sons Will, 6, and Sammy, 4, were bom.

About 20 minutes after heading south on Inter
state 75 from their Fairfield Township home, Jan
ice Davis ordered her husband to stop the car and 
call 911.

“It’s a terrible place to stop, right by the 1-74 in
terchange on a hill.” she said. “But I felt the baby’s 
head starting to crown. She was not waiting.”

With his Blackberry pinned to his car, Jason Da
vis had a 911 dispatcher talk him through the deliv
ery. It took only five minutes but fell much longer 
to the father.

“I had all that adrenaline rushing through me. 
You get to a point when you know the baby’s com
ing and you just got to deliver if - everything else

See BABY, Page B4

It s a terrible place to stop, 
right by the 1-74 

interchange on a hill. ... 
She was not waiting. ’

CHRISTMAS EVE SHOPPING

Procrastinators 
delight retailers
Last-minute 
shoppers pour 
into the stores
By Quan Truong
qtruong@enquirer.com

Whether mad dash or calm 
stroll, last-minute shoppers 
streamed through shopping 
malls and stores on Friday to 
cross off the final names on their 
Christmas lists.

Brandon Luebbe, who recent
ly turned 1, did it while tucked in 
his father's left arm. In one swift 
and pivotal moment, he leaned 
over, reached out his tiny hand, 
and grabbed his pick for Mom.

“It couldn’t have been easier,” 
said new dad Matt Luebbe, of 
Wyoming.

And if Brandon is anything 
like his dad, his trip to Rookwood 
Commons & Pavilion will be the 
first of many last-minute dashes.

“It’s a tradition. I do a lot of 
things last minute," Luebbe said. 
“I was actually hoping for bad 
weather so there'd be less people 
out, but this isn't bad at all. This is 
exactly what I was hoping for.”

In other areas, the rush was 
full force by noon - evident by the 
line of cars in the parking lot of 
Kenwood Towne Centre.

And over at Newport on the 
Levee. Jack Tritschler, of River
side. was playing his second 
round of Santa.

After realizing that his wife 
and two daughters had already 
opened all of their gifts, the spir
ited man went out for more.

“Spoiled rotten!" he declared. 
“My wife got mad at me, but 
while she's making her cheese 
balls and party tray, I said I'm 
leaving. I said it ain’t right that 
there’s nothing for them to open 
on Christmas.”

This time, he said, he's lock
ing the gifts in the car’s trunk.
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Matt Luebbe of Wyoming and his son Brandon, 1, were shopping 
at Rookwood Commons on Christmas Eve. For more photos of 
Christmas Eve activity In the city and surroundings, turn to Page B2.

Here are a few faces of the oth
er last-minute shoppers:

Deanna Webster, of Finney- 
town, the sprint shopper: Her 
spree lasted from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
the day before Christmas Eve. 
By Friday morning, she was 
about done, as she found the per
fect outfit for her little cousin.

Michael Stough, of Mount 
Lookout, the traveling dad: He 
returned from his vacation in 
Tanzania with just enough time 
to buy presents for his two sons.

Suzi Brant, of Indian Hill, the 
generous mom: She took her 
daughter Vallie Freeman - visit

ing from Denver - on a last-min
ute shopping spree. Buying pres
ents for her daughter, she said, 
isn’t a Christmas thing. It’s a 
year-round mom thing.

Whatever the reason, retailers 
were grateful.

A strong Christmas Eve would 
close a surprisingly successful 
holiday season. The National Re
tail Federation predicts holiday 
sales will hit $451.5 billion this 
year, up 3.3 percent over 2009. 
That would be the biggest year- 
over-year increase since 2006, 
and the largest total since sales 
hit a record $452,8 billion in 2007.

■ FORMER OFFICIAL RECENTLY ACCUSED OF THEFT

Auditor says ex-Rip 
clerk owes village $
The Enauirer the auditor’s office said. The addition newTht Enquirer

RIPLEY - The former clerk 
of the Brown County village of 
Ripley, already under indictment 
for theft in office and tampering 
with records, owes the village 
nearly Si million, the state audi
tor said Thursday.

A special audit investigation 
returned findings for recovery of 
$952,618 against Katherine l-ang.

the auditor’s office said. The 
money was for utility payments 
that were collected between 2006 
and 2009 but not deposited in a 
village account.

Lang was responsible for pro
cessing customer payments and 
posting each payment amount to 
the customer’s account.

The audit found that when cash 
payments were made, lang did not 
always include it in the deposit. In

addition, new utility account depos
its were not always recorded cor
rectly, resulting in money that was 
collected but not deposited.

Lang was recently indicted by 
a Brown County grand jury on 
three counts of theft in office and 
seven counts of tampering with 
records, all third-degree felonies.

The audit includes recom
mendations to prevent misuse of 
taxpayer funds.

CINCINNATI EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Goal: Improve crisis response
Manager wants faster, less costly service
By Carrie Whitaker
cwhitaker@enquirer com

The Cincinnati Emergency 
Communications Section han
dled roughly 1.6 million calls 
this year and last, sending am
bulances to the injured and 
sick, firetrucks to burning 
buildings and squad cars to 
crime victims.

That call volume is down 
from earlier in the decade, 
dropping about 13 percent 
since 2003, according to statis
tics provided by the city office.

But the city’s new emer
gency communications man
ager hopes to see other drops 
- response time and costs.

'T’ll be the first to admit that 
we weren’t where we needed 
to be. but we’re moving to
ward that,” said Joel Estes, 
who began working for the 
city in June after retiring from 
the Bristol Police Department 
in Connecticut, where he 
spent 21 years on the force, 
the last seven leading the dis
patch center. Bristol is rough
ly one-fifth the size of Cincin

nati.
City Manager Milton Do- 

honey envisioned transform
ing the communication sec
tion, which works out of the 
Regional Operations Center 
perched atop Radcliff Drive in 
South Fairmount, last year.

“When I went over and ob
served the operation, we had 
fire and police dispatch hap
pening in the same room, but 
acting as totally separate orga
nizations with separate hierar-

See EMERGENCY, Page B4
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Joel Estes. Cincinnati's new emergency communications 
manager, hopes to see drops in response time and 
costs.

WEIRD TALES
Have you ever told a 
story so unbelievable, 
so weird, that all you 
could say at the end 
was, “No, really”? 
That’s what we're col
lecting on our odd- 
news blog. No ... real
ly. Find it at Cincin- 
nati.Com/blogs/no- 
really.

News Briefs
CINCINNATI

Council postpones 
debate until Tues.
Unable to break a dead
lock over a proposed 
trash-collection fee. Cin
cinnati City Council will 
wail until after Christmas 
to try to finally adopt the 
city’s 2011 budget. Late 
Thursday night, after a 
council panel had twice re
jected the monthly fee - 
once at the $20.50 level 
and the other time at $16 - 
members decided to put 
their debate over the $345 
million budget on hold un
til Tuesday, That will leave 
council only four days to 
meet the year-end dead
line for erasing a $54 mil
lion shortfall, expected to 
be closed through layoffs, 
service cuts and some ver
sion of the trash fee.

REGION 

Women of Year 
nominations open
lire Enquirer is looking 
for 10 women who. 
through their volunteer 
work or careers, have en
hanced education, chari
ties or philanthropy in 
(ireater Cincinnati and 
Northern Kentucky. Hon- 
orees in the 43rd annual 
event will be featured in a 
special section of The En
quirer on Sunday. April 11, 
and honored at a luncheon 
at the downtown Hyatt Re
gency Hotel on April 26. 
Deadline for nominations 
is Jan. 28. For details and 
nominating materials, go 
to www.cincinnati.com/ 
womenoftheyear or call 
Mary Donaldson at 513- 
768-8112.

HOLIDAY
Christmas Day 
closings
Metro and Access 
Specialized Services: 
regular Saturday service. 
Metro sales office is 
closed.
Postal Service: No regu
lar delivery. Express Mail 
delivery available.
Banks: Closed.
The Fifth Third Banking 
Center at the Cincinnati/ 
Northern Kentucky Inter
national Airport. Delta ter
minal will be open 12-6 
p.m.
Trash collection 
Cincinnati; Regular 
collection 
Rumpke: Regular 
collection.
Parking meters: Free 
in Cincinnati.

WEATHER
Chance of more 
snow through Sun.
Greater Cincinnatians 
were expected to wake up 
today to a white Christ
mas. The National Weath
er Service forecast 1-3 in
ches of snow between late 
Christmas Eve and Christ
mas morning. If the fore
cast is on the mark, it will 
be the region’s first Christ
mas Day with measurable 
snow in eight years. The 
snow is to end by early 
afternoon, followed by 
cold air that will produce 
high temperatures only in 
the 20s through Tuesday.

■MNN - . 
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LOCAL LIFE A FAMILY CALLING
The Warren County city's main fire station house is 
often home away from home when Beverly Bow
ers, husband Harold and son Ted are all on duty, 
as they were recently. Story, B3
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Emergency:
Improved

Air marshal claims retaliation

services
sought

From Page B1

chies," Dohoney said. “I believe by 
combining the two units we could 
save some money."

Estes, who was hired for $96,638 a 
year, will oversee the cross-training of 
dispatchers over the next two years so 
they can handle any and all dispatch 
duties.

He believes that step will also 
quicken 911 services for those who 
call.

Before Estes was hired to run the 
office of roughly 130 employees, there 
were two full-time communications 
managers - Fire District Chief Ed Da- 
dosky and Police Capt. Richard 
Schmaltz, according to the City Man
ager’s Office.

Tlie city replaced them with Estes 
and in 2011 will assign part-time liai
sons from both departments.

Since Estes’ arrival, the dispatch 
team has shaved 3.5 seconds - from 18 
seconds to 14.5 seconds - off the aver
age time it takes callers to get through 
to 911. The national average is 10 sec
onds. Estes said.

"Joel brings a lot of experience." 
Dohoney said. ‘To me. he was the 
complete package.”

For now there is no plan for staff re
ductions in the communications cen
ter. Estes said, but as people retire he 
will carefully consider whether to re
place them.

Cincinnatians can do their part. too. 
Estes said

Upon reviewing 911 calls received 
by the center, one-third of the calls are 
not true emergencies. Estes said.

Think of it this way. Estes said: 
"Does (the situation) rise to the level 
of jeopardizing life?"

If not. Estes asks residents memo
rize 513-765-1212 or program it into a 
cell phone. It’s the non-emergency 
number to dispatch that is also an
swered around the clock.

for testimony in federal lawsuit
By )im Hannah
jhannah&nky. com

COVINGTON - A seventh 
air marshal at Cincinnati/ 
Northern Kentucky Interna
tional Airport has filed a civil 
rights lawsuit against the De
partment of Homeland Securi
ty.

Air Marshal Daryl Salyers 
of Clermont County claims in 
the suit filed in U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District 
of Kentucky that he was retali
ated against for testifying on 
behalf of coworker Nancy 
Leidner. who had filed a sexu
al harassment lawsuit against 
theTSA.

Five of the seven civil rights 
lawsuits filed by air marshals 
in federal court in Covington 
over the past three years are 
pending. Two have been set
tled for undisclosed amounts.

“One would hope that Cin
cinnati management would fo 
cus its time and resources on 
protecting the public in the 
sky and not on harassing its 
employees. But given the

number of air marshals that 
continue to keep coming for
ward with these retaliation 
claims, one wonders if that is 
the case.” said Salyers’ attor
ney. Shane Sidebottom.

He said if an ongoing pat
tern of retaliation against em
ployees occurred in the pri
vate sector, management 
would be removed, or at least 
placed under investigation. Si
debottom also represents 
I>eidner and several of the oth
er air marshals who have 
sued. The Federal Air Mar
shal Service, a division of 
Transportation Security Ad
ministration. did not return 
calls for comment.

Salyers refiled the suit 
Tuesday after withdrawing 
his original suit in January so 
he could submit his case be
fore the TSA Office of Civil 
Rights for administrative re
view. The suit states that the 
civil rights office has never 
told Salyers the results of its 
investigation.

As part of the retaliation, 
Salyers claims in the suit, he

was placed under criminal in
vestigation for several months 
for allegedly falsifying medi
cal documentation for a work- 
related injury.

He claims he was spied on 
by officials stationed at the 
TSA Cincinnati Field Office 
for about three months. Mar
shals parked cars outside Sa
lyers house and placed his 
wife and other family mem
bers visiting his home under 
constant surveillance, the suit 
charges.

The doctor treating Salyers 
for his work-related injury was 
approached by TSA officials at 
his medical office in March 
2008; the officials flashed their 
federal badges and demanded 
to have Salyers’ medical files, 
according to the suit. The doc
tor did not comply.

Salyers was an air marshal 
from June 2002 until he took 
medical retirement in Febru
ary. He had previously 
worked for the Federal Bu
reau of Prisons.

“Air Marshal Salyers had a 
positive service record for six

years until he participated as a 
witness in another Air Mar
shal’s EEO investigation." Si
debottom said. “From that 
point forward, he was targeted 
for retaliation. He was sus
pended without pay, denied 
benefits and placed under sur
veillance.”

In addition to the federal 
lawsuits, the House Commit
tee on Oversight and Govern
ment Reform cited 15 EEO 
complaints in the Cincinnati 
office. While officials cite na
tional security when declining 
to say how many marshals are 
stationed here. New York 
Rep. Edolphus Towns, chair
man of the House committee, 
previously said the number of 
complaints represent a “star
tlingly high percentage" of the 
work force.

The committee has been 
examining a national pattern 
of misconduct in the Federal 
Air Marshal Service and sin
gled out the Cincinnati and 
Orlando. Fla., field offices as 
possibly the worst two in the 

country.

Baby: Girl born on way to hospital 
as dad plays doctor along highway

From Page B1

doesn’t matter." he said. “I just 
cleared my head and tried to 
remember all the steps."

Before that moment. Jason 
Davis happened to read a 
chapter in a book about how to 
deliver a baby. He even joked 
with family members about 
the possibility of having to do 
it himself. That moment 
seems ironic now for the man 
who had to break the amniotic

sac surrounding the baby and 
cut the umbilical cord on the 
side of a highway.

"This is something you see 
in the movies, but you would 
never in a million years think 
it would happen to you.” Jan
ice Davis said. “I was shaking 
and I was cold but mostly. I 
was just in shock."

When Julianne arrived, her 
father cradled her gently and 
held her up to her mother’s 
chest.

A CVS Good Samaritan 
driver ran up to the couple and 
wrapped the small baby in a 
blanket. When Cincinnati fire
fighters and paramedics load
ed Janice and Julianne into the 
ambulance, they handed her a 
small stuffed Koala bear.

“Congratulations, you have 
a healthy baby girl,” they told 
the teary-eyed mom.

From her hospital room. 
Janice Davis praised the 
emergency officials who

helped her. “Cincinnati is ap
parently a great place to have 
a baby.” her husband added.

On Friday, the couple was 
looking forward to taking Ju
lianne home and getting 
ready for Santa.

They’re all calling me Dr. 
Davis, but I’m retiring after 
this." Jason Davis said. "After 
all this craziness goes away to
morrow. I'll just be a dad and a 
husband who did what it 
took."

Covinj
By Scott Wartman
swartman&nky.cum

COVINGTON CovinJ 
ton police hope the $1,650dl<l 
raised in one week this nitinl| 
will make Christinas for foif 
children and their foster faml 

ly less stressful and more [Kf

ry.
Covington City Contnliil 

sion this week honored Ihl

Depres
By Gary Brown
Canton Repository

B. Virdot has come to syml 
spirit of giving. The story stai 
years ago and it bears retell 
Christmas because of theH 
fosters in the hearts of th« 
hear it.

Days before the holiday nl 
Sam Slone, a Jewish businessil 

Canton who had known both f 
and success, decided to cjve 
gifts to 150 people who n vponl 
his advertisement in The Kept’ 
and told him how they hadbc| 
hard by the Depression.

Evidence of gifts was teccl 
two years ago when Slone’s I 
son. Ted Gup, found the lettel 
family suitcase and recalk'l 
grandfather’s generosity in a| 
“A Secret Gift.”

The gifts were revived aftel 
staged a program at the Palacl 
atre. "A Night to Remeihberl 
recalled B. Virdot, a nameStoil 
formed from letters in thenarj 

his three daughters.
Three Stark County men I 

touched by B. Virdot’s sdflea 
and decided he should “live a| 
as one of them explained Thl 
fered to give $15,000. an an 
roughly equivalent after inllat 
the size of Sloin s s

The men wanted to giveSWj 
to 150who wrote to explainhovj 
had been hurt by the current i| 

sion.
Their gifts would be made |
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