
THE ENQUIRER TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2005 C7

Today's opinion maker

Opinions U.S. Rep. Mike Pence, R ind., on Republican ef-

forts to gain support for President Bush's plans to

change Social Security: "I have learned to never LETTERS
underestimate the persuasive powers of George ENQUIRER.COM
W. Bush. We've not yet begun to fight."OTHER POINTS OF VIEW

Our doomsday center: just in case
i "1

On a hilltop west of Inter-
state 75, with panoramic
views of rail yards and the
backside of Union Terminal
like an upside-dow- n mixing
bowl, is a former warehouse
for Slush Puppies - now
home of Cincinnati's new
watchdog. You'd never know
it from the Slush PuDnie

rorism. And maybe the next
time we get another five-alar-

barrel fire, our high-
tech gadgets will be a lot
more impressive than the
props on TV. Instead of
crowding around a computer
monitor, special agents from
the FBI, EPA, NIOSH, CFD,
DEA, ATF, CPD, CIA and IRS

Peter
Bronson

ing here between the county and
the city," he says, leading a tour.

And that took some serious
by the feds, he said.

They put a gun to the city's and
county's heads and said, You fig-

ure out how it's going to be spent
together, or you're not going to
spend it.'"

Altogether, the city, county and
federal project will cost about $6
million, including $1.5 million in
Homeland Security grants for the
operations center, Snowden said.

"It's regional, not just for Hamil-
ton County or the city," he said. If
something happens in any of the
surrounding counties, local emer-

gency teams can turn to the Region-
al Operations Center for help.

If Jack Bauer had a place like
this, he could shorten his show to
"8," with an hour for lunch.

It's good to know it's there if we
need it - but let's hope we never do.

il pbronsonenquirer.com or
call (513) 758-830-

now is basically a conference room
at waterworks, where we keep all
the equipment in a closet."

When something happens - a

presidential visit, fire or other pub-
lic safety emergency - they drag
the stuff out and start plugging in

phones, computers and radios. "It
takes an hour," Snowden said.

The new Regional Operations
Center will be humming and ready,
247.

"We're focusing on the home-

land security responsibilities,"
Snowden said, "but that will help us
with any event. The same technolo-

gy we use for homeland security
can also be used to reduce crime."

The center is not much to look at
now - unpainted drywall and joint
compound, power tools and loose

wiring litter the floors. But the fin-

ished offices are already home to
SWAT command and Fire Depart-
ment officials who are teaming up
with Snowden.

"In my 35 years here I have nev-

er seen cooperation like we're see

tracks on the ceiling, but
Knob Hill is the new nerve center
for regional homeland security.

Or, to put it another way: This is
Cincinnati's "CTU" if we ever get a
starring role on "24." And unlike
the parking ramp on the hit TV
show, our operations center will
look like a White House war room
would look if Donald Trump were
president (a scary thought).

Cincinnati doesn't have nuclear
meltdowns. We don't need to hunt
down terrorist "moles."The closest
thing we have to a secret agent is
someone moonlighting in real es-

tate.
But any city can be a target of ter- -

Firsthand
Hateful, negative rhetoric

regarding Muslims is on the
increase both in tone and fre-

quency. It has almost be-

come socially acceptable to
engage in bigoted and racist

speech about Muslims. More U.

What others say

Patriot Act sunset
THE PLAIN DEALER

From a Monday editorial In the Cleveland Plain Dealer This is the

year that Congress must - and, we hope, do away with - some
of the most dangerous elements of any legislation it ever has passed. It

must do so by December; in congressional terms, that's the day after to-

morrow. So it would behoove anyone interested in preserving what remains
of First, Fourth and Fifth Amendment rights to get in the fight right now.

The threatening language is found in the USA Patriot Act, passed in the

near-pani- c weeks after the 911 attacks. Even then, certain of its ele-

ments, imbuing the government with police powers for

secret searches and effectively unlimited surveillance, troubled members of

Congress enough that they wrote "sunset" provisions into its creation. If

those portions are not specifically reauthorized, they will die.

And die they should. Unchallenged, they lay the basis for a secret police
state as complete as ever existed in Berlin, Moscow or Beijing.

A provision called "sneak-and-pee- - for its description of government

authority to search homes and offices without a judge verifying probable
cause, clearly violating the Fourth Amendment - is but one of the potential
horrors in the provisions that face sunset this year. Yet the Bush adminis-

tration insists they must be preserved. No. They must either be radically re-

written to place judges again between the desires of the authorities and
the rights of the people, or they must be done away with.

Bankruptcy non-cris- is

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATC-

From a Friday editorial: The folks who bring you credit card interest
rates averaging 15.6 percent now want to make it tougher for

debtors to wiggle off the hook.
The bankruptcy bill now before the U.S. Senate would create paperwork

hurdles and bureaucratic booby traps between debtors and relief. It would

raise lawyers' fees to the point that some people will be too poor to go

bankrupt.
There's no need for this bill. After many years of rising,

bankruptcy filings are on the way down. Personal bankruptcies dropped
nearly 4 percent last year.

Lenders, meanwhile, have money rolling in. Credit card companies last

year saw their fattest profit margins in six years, according to Cardweb-.co-

which tracks the industry.
When you're charging 16 percent interest - with much higher rates for

people with poor credit - you can afford to see a certain percentage of

your customers go broke. You'll still make a nice profit. The tougher you
can make the bankruptcy laws, the fatter your profits.

This just encourages more reckless lending. More debt means more

bankruptcy. It's unfair to squeeze the debtor while Congress smiles on irre-

sponsible lenders.

Coming up
Wednesday: Columnists Kathleen Parker and Richard Cohen.

Thursday: Columnist Peter Bronson and What you say: Opinions from

people like you on a question of the week.

Friday: Columnist Charles Krauthammer.

of anti-Musli- m hate

A.

frightening is the reality that Karen J. cused of espionage and im
the hateful thoughts and nahrlnnh prisoned for months in soli'
speech can turn into hateful,
even violent action, either of
which can ruin an innocent per-
son's life. This is what happened to
James Yee.

Not too long ago, hate and fear
turned into hateful action that will

permanently affect the life of Yee, a
third generation Chinese-America-

A convert to Islam and an Is-

lamic scholar, Yee was an Army
chaplain who, post-91- served in

the military with great distinction.
Despite his outstanding work at
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, the

military became suspicious of Yee's
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Spanish language takes its place
as part of American mainstream
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will be able to watch local
Jack Bauers save the world on the
biggest n TV in town: 36
feet wide and 10 feet tall.

There will be room to bring all
the emergency firefighters, cops
and security officials in Southwest
Ohio together. Overlooking the
room like a press box is a new Cin-

cinnati dispatching center, where
911 operators will move in soon.

It's like moving from Mayberry
to Manhattan.

"A year from now, we hope to flip
the switches," said Mike Snowden,
the former Cincinnati police chief,
now Hamilton County homeland
security director. "What we have

account
daily routine of prayer, read-

ing Scripture and spending
time with his fellow

Dark motives were as-

signed to Yee's actions where
there were none. He was ac--

tary confinement His

reputation was destroyed.
Eventually the Army had to admit
that it had no real evidence of any
wrongdoing on the part of Yee, forc-

ing them to release him and restore
his rank.

Yee was freed, but more than a

year later he is still dealing with the
negative effects of his ordeal. He
experienced firsthand how igno-
rance and intolerance of the faith

practices of others can make some
people more willing to engage in

bigoted, hateful behavior toward
those who are different from them- -

song ever nom-

inated in that category. Given
that the song was performed
by Antonio Banderas and
Carlos Santana, and that their

performance was intro
duced by Salma Hayek and
Penelope Cruz, there's no
doubt that the show's pro-
ducers were trying to add
some Latin spice.

We could have seen this coming.
Recent audience surveys of those
who watch soccer's World Cup
have turned up something interest-

ing: tens of thousands of English-speakin- g

soccer fans are opting to
watch the tournament on Spanish-languag-e

television, perhaps be-

cause the broadcasts are more col-

orful. As more parents decide to ex-

pose their children to Spanish,
those schools that offer two-wa- y bi-

lingual programs - where students
speak English part of the day and
Spanish the rest - find themselves
with waiting lists. Go to the concert
of any successful Mexican record-

ing artist, someone like Luis Mi-

guel, and you're likely see white
kids in the stands mouthing the
words to some of the songs. There
are Spanish words in English-languag- e

dictionaries, and, in the
years to come, there are sure to be
more. And some members of Con-

gress are taking Spanish lessons to

help them woo Latino constituents.
It's all part of what amounts to a

seismic shift in the whole concept
of a public language. It's been al-

most 25 years since Mexican-America- n

essayist Richard Rodri-

guez - in his first book, "Hunger of

Memory" - used that terminology
to describe a childhood where En-

glish was the public language and
Spanish the private one. That was

my parents experience, and my
own. Now things will be very differ

the Phase II settlement have been
around forever.

That will end soon, however, and
farmers growing the politically in-

correct crop will find few in Con-

gress in the mood to invest any
more money in the deadly plant
with the golden leaf.

Precious few farmers have taken
the opportunity to diversify away
from tobacco enough that their
farms will remain functional with-

out it.

Farmers have been perfectly

Where the issue of lan-

guage is concerned, the Unit-

ed States can be a wonderful-
ly complicated place full of

paradoxes.
For instance, Americans

are always complaining
that Latinos - especially im-

migrants - defiantly resist
learning English. Many En

Ruben
Navarrette Jr.

tortured while in U.S. military de-

tention. Recent investigations have
made it clear that this kind of illegal
and unconstitutional treatment of

prisoners has been sanctioned at
the highest levels of our govern-
ment.

We, as a country, must realize
that removing justice from our ac-

tions as a nation or even as individu-
als does not make us safe, nor does
it keep us free. It is only when we as
a nation exhibit justice that we are
all truly safe and free. And only
when we live up to the high ideals of
our own democracy will the urging
of democracy on other nations be
taken seriously.

As Martin Luther King Jr. once
said: "Injustice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere."

Karen . Dabdoub is director of the
Cincinnati office of the Council on
American Islamic Relations-Ohi-
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If you go
James Yee will

speak Saturday at
the Council on Amer-

ican Islamic Relatio-

ns-Ohio Chapter
Annual Banquet, 453
Wards Comer Road.

Yee Information: (513)
281-820-

selves. On Saturday, Yee will be in
Cincinnati to speak about his or-

deal and how he overcame the chal-

lenge of such bigotry and hate.
Yee was a victim of injustice, but

he is only one of many. In the
post-91- 1 climate, many innocent
American Muslims have been un-

justly detained for long periods, in
some cases years, without being
charged or having an attorney.
Many Muslims have been unjustly

ent for my children.
Spanish has become a public lan-

guage. Suddenly, it's not unusual to
find a Spanish-languag- e television
commercial on English-languag- e

television, a trend that Procter &

Gamble helped start a couple of

years ago by airing a Spanish-languag- e

spot for toothpaste during an
English-languag- e broadcast of the
Latin Grammys.

When Drexler won his Oscar, he
used the 30 seconds he had been
given for his acceptance speech to

sing a few lines from the song - in

Spanish. It occurred to me that the
transformation of the language was

complete. It is now firmly en-

sconced in the mainstream.
In fact, that's the irony. Those

who gripe about too much Spanish
say they're concerned that Latinos
will use the language to segregate
themselves. It's exactly the oppo-
site. The more people speak Span-
ish, the more Spanish becomes
part of the American fabric.

I once heard someone say that
we were going to reach a point in
this country where Mexican food
would be as ingrained in American
culture as Italian food or Chinese
food. The cuisine wouldn't even be
thought of as particularly exotic.
And that's what happened.

Now the same thing is happen-
ing with the Spanish language. Ten

years from now, it'll just be seen as

part of the American story, patched
together with the life experiences
of hundreds of millions of people
who came here from somewhere
else and left their fingerprints.

Ruben Navarrette Jr. is a columnist
and editorial board member of the
San Diego Union-Tribun- e, P.O.
Box 120191, San Diego, CA 92112;

ruben.navarretteunion
trib.com.

money to good use
happy to walk merrily along as
money is miraculously sent to their
mailbox for nothing.

We urge farmers to take advan-

tage of the money that is available

right now; think outside the box,
and come up with new ideas to re-

place lost tobacco income.
There are literally thousands of

dollars out there for the taking, but
you have to do more than sit by the
mailbox.

The Ledger Independent,
Maysville, Ky.

glish speakers are clearly
annoyed by things such as bilingual
ballots and bilingual education,
Spanish-languag- e billboards and
recorded phone messages that ask

you to press "1 for English" and "2

for Spanish."
A lot of these people don't even

seem to understand why they're up-

set. Judging from what I've heard
over the years, they assume that
the reason Spanish is becoming so

prevalent in America today is be-

cause a bunch of Latino activists ap-

plied some muscle and demanded
that everything be translated.

The truth is, it wasn't picket
signs or raised fists that brought
about a proliferation of Spanish, es-

pecially in advertising and market-

ing. It was the allure of the nearly $1

trillion that Latinos spend each

year.
But here's the paradox: In their

own lives, as they go about shaping
their own cultural diets, a growing
number of Americans can't seem to

get enough Spanish - or for that

matter, the whole Latin experience.
The latest example: this year's

Academy Awards, in which the Os-

car for best original song went to
"Al Otro Lado del Rio" ("On the
Other Side of the River"), the poi-

gnant ballad penned by Uruguayan
songwriter Jorge Drexler. Taken
from the Spanish-languag-e film

The Motorcycle Diaries," the song
had already broken an important
barrier by becoming the first Span- -
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Tobacco farmers must put that mailbox
The writing has been on the wall

for at least six years. Tobacco is on

its way out. If you didn't catch that
in the last two or three years you're

just not paying attention.
There have been cuts in every-

thing, but the bottom did not fall out

because there has been plenty of
mailbox money to keep farmers

There's the tobacco buyout

just signed by President Bush, and

the class-actio- n lawsuit that was re-

cently settled. It seems as if the
Master Tobacco Settlement and
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