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Ghfib if Ispists pick illr
25,000 expected to attend convention others from coming to Cincin-

nati since the unrest of April
2001.

"From my point of view, I

consider this a very big win,"
said Mayor Charlie Luken.
"We all worked very hard on
this, and we're excited to wel-

come them here."

Hosting the National Bap-
tists' group "would signal a
change for racial harmony,"
said Scott Allen, president of

By Ken Alltucker

The Cincinnati Enquirer

A group that describes it-

self as the largest African-America- n

religious organiza-
tion in the nation is expected
to announce today that it
plans to bring a 25,000-dele-gat- e

national convention to
Cincinnati in 2008.

The Greater Cincinnati
Convention and Visitors Bu-

reau has scheduled a 1:30 p.m.
news conference to announce

the decision by the National

Baptist Convention U.SA
Inc. While leaders of the Philad-

elphia-based religious
group couldn't be reached
Monday night, bureau and

city of Cincinnati sources con-
firmed that the Baptist organi-
zation selected Cincinnati
over Cleveland.

The meeting at the Albert

B. Sabin Cincinnati Conven-

tion Center would be the larg-
est in Cincinnati in more than
a decade, with an expected
18,000 hotel room-nig- book-

ings over five days. Lodgers
would spill over from down-

town's 3,500 rooms to hotels
in Northern Kentucky and
northern Hamilton County.
According to Smith Travel Re

search, there are more than
8,000 hotel rooms in the re-

gion.
The National Baptist con-

ference is expected to gener-
ate an economic impact of
about $21.5 million for the re-

gion, according to the bureau.
The bureau and a consor-

tium of 25 downtown and sub-

urban hotels and restaurants

seeking a major booking for
the expanded convention cen-

ter have pursued the National

Baptists for several months.

City and hospitality inter-

ests say landing such a large
group signals an important
victory over interests who
have discouraged predomi-
nately African-America- n con-

ventions, entertainers and
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Cincinnati State President preaches belief in education
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Reds pitchers,
catchers report
for spring training
Reds pitchers and catch-

ers, including Jason La-Ru-

report today for

spring training in Saraso-

ta, Fla. Get the rundown
of how the team looks
this year and what
to expect.
SPORTS Bl

Erpenbeck auction

draws bidders

An online auction of devel-

oper Bill Erpenbeck's
items started with heavy
bidding on a Rolex watch
and a diamond necklace.
Other items for sale are

Erpenbeck's BMW and a
mink coat.
BUSINESS C6

Family shares

crazy vacations

A family from Union loves
to travel - despite all the
craziness they've seen on
their globetrotting adven-

tures. They look back on
some of their trips, which
have included brushes
with the mafia, near colli-

sions on cruise ships, and

crazy cabbies.
TEMPO Dl

Also ...
Highlands finds raising
money difficult amid
"fund-raisin- g fatigue."
LOCAL NEWS CI

Google.com is a poor
man's background check
or an ego booster.
BUSINESS C6

Crime
wave
hasUC
on alert
School warning
of theft, abduction
at nearby ATMs

By Jane Prendergast
The Cincinnati Enquirer

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS - A
wave of gunpoint robberies around the
University of Cincinnati campus - one

involving an abduction - prompted ad-

ministrators Monday to send a warn-

ing to all 34,000 students, re-

minding them to walk in groups and
call police about anyone suspicious.

Victims report being punched and
threatened with guns. A UC violin stu-

dent told police he was yanked off Rid-

dle Road into a white van at gunpoint
Thursday and forced to withdraw $440
from two ATMs.

The robbery of a student Sunday
night on campus, and the holdup of an-

other student Sunday night at a Cal-

houn Street ATM, may be linked to at
least five other aggravated robberies
over the last two weeks around the uni-

versity, Cincinnati police said.
The robbers sometimes have used

vehicles and sometimes not, said De-

tective Eric Karaguleff. Three of the
holdups - the one Sunday and two last
week on Ludlow Avenue in Clifton --

happened at ATMs.
"We think their intention has been

to get these people into vehicles," Ka-

raguleff said. "That hasn't always
worked. Usually, they demand their
PIN number."

Cincinnati police have beefed up
staffing to catch the robbers, said Sgt.
Tim Klayer, investigative supervisor.

' The Cincinnati EnquirerCRAIG RUTTLE

Cincinnati State President Ron Wright looks out over the campus from the new 200,000-square-fo- building that will open this year.
Wright has overseen many changes and is actively promoting a strong educational alternative for college students.

ow cost, high expectation
grams has risen from 48 to 72.

Enrollment has increased 39

percent, from 6,119 to a school re-

cord of an estimated 8,500 for the
current term.

The landmark relationship
on work force training forged
with Great Oaks Institute of Tech-

nology and Career Development
has been hailed as a statewide
model, Thomas said. It's de-

signed to help Greater Cincinnati

develop a highly skilled, motivat-

ed work force to make the area

By Kristina Goetz

The Cincinnati Enquirer

ClIFTON - In local higher ed-

ucation circles, he's become the
affordability evangelist.

For nearly seven years, Ron

Wright has worked to bolster the
reputation of Cincinnati State
Technical and Community Col-

lege. The first African-America- n

to lead a college or university in
Cincinnati, he's spreading the
word about what institutions like
his can do for communities, busi-

nesses and families.

lege off the hill and carry (it) out
into the community,'

" Wright ex-

plained. "And by doing that, we're

going to increase the numbers of

people who will choose Cincin-

nati State as a college of first
choice."

Wright has made progress to-

ward that goal, raising the profile
of the Clifton campus locally and
statewide, said Terry Thomas, ex-

ecutive director of the Ohio Asso-

ciation of Community Colleges.
Specifically, under Wright's

watch:
The number of degree pro

It's chapter and verse for the
community college movement:

People of every socio-econom-

background should have access
to a college education.

But Wright's message is reach-

ing the masses more effectively
than those who came before him.
He's held tuition increases down,
the school's enrollment has
jumped 39 percent, degree pro-

grams have risen 50 percent, and
millions in capital improvements
are under way.

"In my inaugural address, I

said, We're going to take the col See WRIGHT, Page A6 See CRIME, Page A6

COMING

FRIDAY

We asked readers to share
how they think Sex and
the City will say its final

goodbyes this weekend.
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'War room' to consolidate emergency services, terrorism watch Breast cancer risk,
antibiotics linked
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Born to smoke?
Study says short temper sign of

susceptibility to nicotine. A5

cancer compared with women
who never used antibiotics.

The study, which appears
in the Journal ofthe American
Medical Association, was re-

leased Monday.
Lead researcher Christine

Velicer of Group Health Coop-
erative said the risk of breast
cancer increased with the fre-

quency of antibiotic use.
But "all were in comparison

to women who never filled an
antibiotic prescription. They
may be representing a

uniquely healthy group of
women," she said.

More research is needed to
determine whether antibiot-

ics play any role in causing
breast cancer, and if so, how.

By Anita Manning
USA Today

Women who frequently
take antibiotics have a much

higher risk of breast cancer, a

study finds. But whether the
disease-fightin- g drugs actual-

ly cause cancer is not clear.
This is the first large U.S.

study to find a link between
antibiotic use and cancer, but
researchers stress that much
more research is needed be-

fore women should worry
about taking the drugs.

Researchers examined the
records of 10,219 women, in-

cluding 2,266 with breast can-

cer, who were enrolled an

average of 17 years in Group
Health Cooperativein Seattle.

They found that those who
had been prescribed antibiot-

ics more than 25 times were
twice as likely to have breast
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cloudy.
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Cincinnati Fire Department District Chief Ed Dadosky (from left), Cincinnati
Police Department Lt. Doug Ventre and Health Commissioner Dr. Malcolm

Adcock stand in the new regional emergency operations center building.

By Matt Leingang
The Cincinnati Enquirer

PRICE HILL - A computerized
command center that will bring Cincin-

nati's fire, police and public health offi-

cials together with 911 operations is tak-

ing shape high atop Knob Hill on the
city's west side.

The 40,000-square-fo- building --

former headquarters of Slush Puppie
Corp. - is mostly empty now, but plans
call for it to be converted into an emer-

gency operations center by the end of
the year.

From this point, accessible only by a

steep, twisting, two-lan- e road, decisions
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be spent to build a sleek, mission-control-lik- e

operating pit with giant video
screens and rows of computer stations
where analysts will work year-roun-

will be made in the face of terrorist at-

tack or other emergencies.
The project could be Cincinnati's

most high-profil- e use of federal home-

land security money that is filtering
down to U.S. cities. About $500,000 will See SAFETY, Page A6l0901ll1010f
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Cincinnati State Technical and Community College President Ron Wright (right) hugs Joseph Herron, 70, of Pleasant Ridge at the Gray
Road Church of Christ. At school, Wright preaches how affordable higher education and how Cincinnati State can change lives.

Staying safe
Cincinnati police gave these tips

Monday about protecting yourself
from being robbed at an ATM:

Choose ATMs in well-l- it areas;
use drive-u- p ATMs when possible

Look around carefully before

withdrawing money

UC students should walk with at

least one other person, or call the

university's Nightwalk program,
556-611- for an escort home.

"Just be aware of your surround-

ings," said UC Detective Dave Freu-dige- r.

"Make sure no one's watch-

ing you. And if you think someone

is, go get money somewhere else."

vated robbery on campus in

years. In the city of Cincinnati,
robberies declined last year by 10

percent, compared with 2002.

Still, 2,172 robberies were record-

ed in 2003 - a more than 42

percent increase over 2000.

The university often sends
mass about serious crime
on its Bearcat Online system,
Hand said. In Monday's
UC Assistant Police Chief Robert
Rohrbach described three male
black suspects as about 18, one

wearing baggy jeans, a black bub-

ble coat and a red knit cap. Two,
he said, were the third

"The university's a city within a

city," said UC Detective Dave

Freudiger. "It's an open campus.
It's not like we can put up a wall
with barbed wire on top of it."

Anyone with information is
asked to call UC Police, 556-111-

Freudiger, 556-496- the universi-

ty's tip line, or Crime

Stoppers, 352-304-

From Page Al

"We need to get these guys," he
said.

The latest victim was Nicholas

Duskey, an student
from Camden, Ohio, who lost $60
when three men approached him
and two friends about 9:10 p.m.
Sunday while he took money out
of the ATM on Calhoun Street.
He told police a man walked up to
him and said, "You know what
this is. Give it up."

Tommy Ray works next door
to that ATM, at Rites of Passage
Body Art. He said he considers
the neighborhood very safe.

"I love this little area here," he
said Monday afternoon. "I walk
around here a lot by myself, and I

haven't had any problems.
"But some of these kids, it's

their first time in the city. They're
probably not as careful as maybe
they should be."

The violin student,
Ryan Miller, told police he was
forced into a white van at gunpoint
Thursday. Miller said all three
men were armed with guns, were
black, appeared between 20 and
25, and were wearing black bubble
coats, according to the incident re-

port. Two, he said, had blue ban-

dannas around their heads.
That same night, minutes be-

fore Miller's 11 p.m. incident, an-

other man told police two men

jumped out of a white van at the
corner of Ludlow Avenue and
Whitfield Street, beat him up and
stole his wallet with $70 in it.

Sunday night, a UC student
robbed on campus at Cony Bou-

levard and Stadium Drive was

punched in the face, said univer-

sity spokesman Greg Hand. The
robbers, who said they had a gun
but didn't show one, stole his wal-

let and cell phone.
Hand said it was the first aggra- -

: President spreads
word about education

' . -- at fc.

School at a glance
Cincinnati State Technical
and Community College:

Address: 3520 Central Parkway,
Clifton.

Chartered: 1969 by the Ohio Board

of Regents.

Enrollment: 8,500.
Who attends: Average student age

is 27; 56 percent female, 44 percent
male.

Tuition: $65 per credit hour (12
hours is full time).

Popular programs: Culinary arts,
computer graphics technology, nurs-

ing, fire service and civil engineering

technology, and an associate of arts.

2002-0- 3 internship and co-o- p

placements: 3,129.

Faculty: 188 397

4:t
j

Wright moves through the crowd during the first Scholarship Recog-
nition Dinner at Cincinnati State. Under Wright, the college has in-

creased degree programs and enrollment. Safety: Center
to monitor city

Ron Wright file
Title: President of Cincinnati State Technical and Community College.
Tenure: He was named the school's fourth president in August 1997.
Born: Oct. 28, 1946, in Chester, Pa.

Residence: Evendale.

Family: Wife, Peggy, married for 37 years; and two daughters, Ronda, 30, and
Racquel, 34.
Education: Associate degree in liberal arts, Northeastern Christian Junior Col-

lege; bachelor's in applied psychology, Pepperdine University; M.Ed, in coun-

seling psychology, Antioch College; Ph.D. in policy analysis and management,
Cornell University.

Experience: Executive vice president, Delaware County Community College,

August 1991 - July 1997; vice president for academic affairs, Baltimore City

Community College, June 1988 - August 1991; policy analyst, Delaware Div-

ision of Vocational Rehabilitation Services.

Activities: Elder at Gray Road Church of Christ in Winton Place; board member
of the United Way of Greater Cincinnati's membership committee.

From Page Al

the economic hub of the region.
And the most visible change

to campus - a $55 million Advanced

Technology and Learning Center,
which will house the Midwest Culi-

nary Institute and the school's first
student center - will open this fall.

Yet in that time, since 1997, Cin-

cinnati State has raised tuition only
$2.50 per credit hour, from $62.50
to $65, or 4 percent.

That's during a period when oth-

er regional schools have imple-
mented tuition increases in double-dig- it

percentages. For example, at
Clermont College, a University of
Cincinnati two-ye- school, the cost

per credit hour has increased from
$85 to $105, or 24 percent.

Facing difficulties
All this hasn't been easy.
Last year, the school dipped into

reserves, made deep budget cuts
and launched cost-savin- g mea-

sures, rather than raise tuition to
balance the budget.

The school received $4 million
worth of grants in the last couple of

years to fund outreach programs.
Partnerships with Mercy Health

Systems and Health Alliance have

helped pay for instructors in some
health technologies classes.

Local fire companies have
shared the cost of equipment for
fire service instruction. Athletic

programs dropped divisions, which
saved the college about $100,000 a

year, school officials said.
Officials are considering a tu-

ition increase for this summer or
fall, a hike Wright hopes to keep at
$2.50 per credit hour or less.

The president has held true to
his convictions, but not without

sharp criticism from faculty.
Some contend the college

spends too much money on sports
- and not enough on resources and
full-tim- e faculty to educate and
mentor students.

The number of full-tim- e faculty
has hovered between 180 and 190

for the past 15 years - despite en-

rollment increases, said Pam Eck-e-r,

president of Cincinnati State's

chapter of the American Associa-

tion of University Professors.
The most recent criticism came

in a stinging union newsletter, re-

leased Feb. 9, questioning fiscal de-

cisions made by Wright's adminis-

tration and the school's Board of
Trustees.

The newsletter cited an Ohio
Board of Regents rating of 1.3 on a

scale that assessed the
school's 2003 financial health. In

contrast, Cincinnati State scored a
4.0 in 2002.

Wright and the school's financial
officers say the recent score stems
from how the school's current as-

sets were calculated. Wright and
Cincinnati State auditors say they
plan to appeal for a recalculation.

"A lot of faculty members at Cin-

cinnati State have concerns about
the way decisions are made and
whether everyone who ought to be
a stakeholder really is equally val-

ued when decisions are being
made," Ecker said.

"We all care very deeply about

everything that has to do with the
quality of what this college offers.
We all want this college to remain

as affordable as possible," she add-

ed. "But a lot of faculty members

question whether the management
of the fiscal resources has been ap-

propriate."
Despite the criticism, Wright

maintains that there's one strategy
to ensure the highest number of

students enroll: Keep tuition as low

as possible. To date, Cincinnati

State's Board of Trustees has

dent as a group, not just individu-

ally. But the president disagreed
and expelled Wright, along with
the others, 35 days before gradua-
tion.

That experience taught him a

powerful lesson that he adheres to
today, he said, not about doing the
right thing but about speaking
from the right pulpit. It's the reason
he focuses solely on the business of
the college, rather than speaking
out on community issues such as
race relations.

"When you go too far out of your
sphere of influence and people
think you have no business speak-

ing on something, they will punish
you," he said, "and all that good
you're trying to do for people will
be lost."

Harold Fletcher, an
retired professor, taught Wright at
Oklahoma Christian.

"I believed in what he did and
still do," Fletcher said, adding that
the incident had racial overtones. "I

never made a secret about that. It
was costly. He would have graduat-
ed at the end of that semester. But
he was a natural spokesman for
anything he felt strongly about. He
was obviously a leader."

Fletcher knew Wright would

prevail despite the experience and
followed his success over the
years.

A bachelor's degree from
Pepperdine University in 1970.

The Ph.D. from Cornell Univer-

sity in 1990.

His career as a counselor, com-

munity college administrator and
spiritual leader in the Church of
Christ.

When Wright was named presi-
dent of Cincinnati State - beating
out more than 120 applicants to suc-
ceed James Long - Fletcher spoke
at his inauguration.

He was also there when, after
more than 30 years, Wright went
back to Oklahoma Christian in
2002 at the invitation of a former ac-

ademic dean to speak at the college
and be recognized as a successful
alumnus at a luncheon.

Wright is aware of his critics and

says only that he hasn't yet brought
them around to the right way of

thinking.
His focus remains to preach the

word about affordable higher edu-

cation and how Cincinnati State can
change people's lives. It's as
straightforward a message, he
says, as the sign that welcomed

people to Chester when he was a

boy. Only this time, it's an educa-

tion that's making the difference.
"I might have to come up with a

sign for my office," Wright said.
"What Cincinnati State makes,
makes Cincinnati."
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the case of a natural disaster like
a tornado or a flood," said Mi-

chael Snowden, Hamilton Coun-

ty's homeland security project
manager and retired Cincinnati
police chief. "But now we're be-

ing called upon to do a lot more,
and we need a facility that oper-
ates on a daily basis."

Snowden moved to the Knob
Hill command center last month.

The city of Cincinnati pur-
chased the Slush Puppie building
in November for about $2.5 mil-

lion. The city's 911 center is also
relocating there, leaving its head-

quarters on Ezzard Charles
Drive.

The building is just 5 years old,
but Slush Puppie vacated it in
2000 after owner and founder
Will Radcliff sold the business to
Dr PepperSeven Up Inc. It also
briefly served a Cincinnati char-

ter school.
The hill has an elevation of 750

feet, helping to make the site se-

cure - there's only one road up
the steep hill, which police can
easily seal off during emergen-
cies.

Plus, the site is strategically lo-

cated. Computer models show
that the hill is upwind of potential
sources of toxic releases, such as
an accident or explosion that
might release chemicals in the
CSX railyard.

The heart of the emergency
center will be the theater-styl- e

command hub.
From their work stations, offi-

cials will be able to view
video screens that mon-

itor newscasts. Maps will be proj-
ected to pinpoint geographic
hotspots. Satellite links will allow
officials to communicate with re-

sponders in the field, and an ex-

tensive videoconferencing sys-
tem will enable them to gather
data from state and national ex-

perts, including the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion in Atlanta - which opened a
high-tec- h operations center of its
own last year.

mleinsanpenauirer.com
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It brings city police, fire and

public health officials together
under one roof and will house a
new "terrorist early warning"
group. The band of law enforce-
ment officials will assess local
terror threats and study ways to
beef up security at potential tar-

gets, such as high-ris- e build-

ings.
Although the operations cen-

ter will serve as a "war room" for
all terror threats - biological,
chemical, radiological and nucle-

ar - it can be pressed into action
for any kind of emergency, from a
chemical spill on Interstate 75 to
an outbreak of public health
threats such as Severe Acute Re-

spiratory Syndrome.
The new command center is a

city project, but officials hope to
make it a regional resource.
Emergency responders from sur-

rounding counties in Ohio, Ken-

tucky and Indiana - and repre-
sentatives from the FBI, the
Coast Guard, the Ohio State
Highway Patrol and the Ohio De-

partment of Health - are being in-

vited to place offices there.
"Something like a large-scal- e

biological incident is going im-

pact the entire region, and we
need a regional, coordinated re-

sponse," said Cincinnati Public
Health Commissioner Malcolm
Adcock.

The Knob Hill facility will be in

sharp contrast to the city's cur-
rent emergency operations cen-
ter in a classroom at the Cincin-

nati Water Works building, 4747

Spring Grove Ave. It's a dormant
facility. A few TVs, telephones,
computers and a map are kept in
a closet and pulled out in times of
crisis. There is no permanent
staffing.

Federal money from the U.S.

Department of Homeland Securi-

ty is helping to build emergency
operations centers in other
American cities. Larger cities,
such as New York City and
Washington, already have them,
and Cleveland is setting up shop
in a five-stor- y building down-
town.

Staying prepared
Events such as this month's

discovery of the deadly poison n

in a U.S. Senate office build-

ing are ongoing reminders of the
need to be prepared, said Ed

the district fire chief in
Cincinnati who heads the depart-
ment's

response planning unit.
"It used to be that cities would

build an emergency manage-
ment center and activate it onlv in

I

they have no hope and no heart, no
hope that they could ever do it."

Wright's experiences growing up
mirror those of the students he
mentors.

Three of Wright's grandparents
were functionally illiterate. His par-

ents worked blue-colla- r jobs to raise
their seven children. His father was
a laborer for Scott Paper Co., his
mother a domestic. The sign that
welcomed visitors to his tough Penn-

sylvania hometown underscored its
manufacturing roots: What Chester
Makes, Makes Chester.

But Wright's father, Harvey, had
other ideas for his sons. He wanted
them to grow up to be something.
So in the Wright house, the chil-

dren went to school the same way
they went to church - without fail.

"I stressed education to them,"
said Harvey Wright. "He's an ideal
man to be a president of a college.
He can make you laugh and joke
and whatnot, but when it comes to
making decisions, he can do it."

Right place to learn

The younger Wright earned an
associate's degree at Northeastern
Christian Junior College in
Villanova, Pa., in 1966. A freshman
composition professor encouraged
the student with an athletic

background to focus on academics
rather than his dream of becoming
the next NBA star.

"I was in the right place," Wright
said. "I got the right direction. I ac-

tually got somebody who cared
about me as a human being. And
that's what I'm hoping for these
people, that I'm at the right place at
the right time."

That was before an experience at
Oklahoma Christian College,
where he was working on a bache-

lor's degree, jolted his confidence
in 1968. After a group of basketball

players was accused of an
alcohol infraction and expelled,

they asked Wright, a campus lead-

er, to plead their case to the college
president.

He agreed, even though he
hadn't attended the party. Wright
argued that he and the others
should be able to talk to the presi- -

"Part of our expectation was
around visibility, which would lead
to increased enrollment and that
has happened," board member Lisa
FitzGibbon said of Wright's leader-
ship. "Despite what everybody else
in the state has been doing, we ha-

ven't raised tuition. The fact that we
have managed to increase enroll-

ment and still not increased tuition

says that the college is budgeting
sufficiently.

"What that means is changing
some of the ways that things are
done, and in higher education,
change (is) slow."

A matter of conviction

Spreading the message about

college affordability comes natural-

ly for a man who grew up in a family
of ministers and who attended com-

munity college himself.
But Wright's conviction about

the power of higher education --

and access to it - is as deep as his
belief in lifting up a fellow man, and

teaching by example.
In the hallways at Cincinnati

State, Wright's easy to pick out. He
knows how to buy a suit - and wear
it. Chocolate brown, pinstripes,
trendy ties. He calls his shoe style
"East Coast urban chic."

His gold rings match the small

pin he wears on his jacket lapel. It
reads; Quality. Jazz or hip-ho- p gos-

pel music plays in his office. He
knows what students think is cool.

This smooth persona may some-

times belie his unwavering commit-

ment. What's at stake here is much
more than preparing students for a
career, Wright said. It's about

equipping a community of people
with enough skills so that they pay
into the public treasury rather than
take out of it, one of Wright's trade-

mark phrases. He wants to con-

vince them they have a chance to
make it no matter their circum-

stances.
"Someone once told me that I

had a Messianic complex," Wright
explained. "I probably do because
my work, my focus, is to save my
own self every year 100-fol- Most
of the kids here are me. They have
the knowledge, ability and skill, but
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