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Norwood
restaurateur
acquitted
of menacing
BY STEVE KEMME
The Cincinnati Enquirer

Willie DeLuca, owner of Sorren-

to's restaurant and sports bar in

Norwood, was found not guilty
Monday of aggravated menacing
and telephone harassment charges
against former ticket broker Wil-

liam E. Meister Jr.

Meister, of Madeira, said DeLu-

ca made about 80 threatening tele-

phone calls to him over a two-mon- th

period late last year.

"You better call me (expletive)
soon or you're (expletive) dead,"
DeLuca said on a tape from Meis-ter'- s

answering machine of a Dec.
13 phone call that was played Mon-

day in Hamilton County Municipal
Court.
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said.
The agencies are in Pitts-

burgh, Indianapolis and Chester-

ton, Ind. They were run by Pedi-

atric Nursing Specialists of
America. Terms of the deal were
not disclosed.

A handful of Tristate agencies
provide home health care for
children. Services range from
nursing visits for those with seri-

ous illnesses to watching sick
children when they stay home
from school.

AlsO! Dayton police said
they have no suspects in the
weekend shooting deaths of two
men at a convenience store and
the beating deaths of two men at
a tavern across town, and have
found no evidence to link the
double homicides. . . . Two Al-

bany boys were in critical con-

dition after being struck by light-

ning Monday afternoon; they
were walking down a street
when struck.

KENTUCKY

Pothole work begins
FRANKFORT The state is

declaring war on potholes.
The Transportation Cabinet

dispatched nearly 2,000 mainte-
nance workers to begin patching
the potholes that have sprung up
like dandelions this winter.

Through March 13, about
nine months of the fiscal year,
the state had already used
15,580 tons of patching materi-

al, more than all of the previous
fiscal year.

The state also opened a toll-fre- e

line to take pothole calls.
The number, (800) Patch It or
(800) 728-244- 8, can be used on-

ly in Kentucky.

Boothe to lead group
HIGHLAND HEIGHTS

Northern Kentucky University

The Cincinnati EnquirerMichael E. Keating

The communications center for the city of Cincinnati handles fire, police and 91 1 emergency calls. The
center is on the third floor of the District 1 police building on Ezzard Charles Drive.

Officials communicate need
for new dispatching system

But Judge
Timothy S. Ho-ga- n

said he
didn't think
Meister really
thought DeLu-
ca would harm
him. He also
said Meister
lacked credibil-

ity.
Meister

those in their
own depart-
ment.

Although
the weaknesses
in the system
have not result-
ed in any loss of
life or apprecia-
ble propertyi t

dispatchers. With a new trunk sys-

tem, officers from different depart-
ments could communicate immedi-

ately."

The levy is backed by the coun-

ty commission, Cincinnati City
Council, the Hamilton County Mu-

nicipal League, the Hamilton Coun-

ty Township Association, and coun-

ty fire and police chiefs
associations.

Ray Fern, county director of

administrative services, said the

levy would generate $77.7 million,
with $7.7 million of that going for
interest costs on the bonds which
would be purchased and then paid
off by the levy over five years.

Paula Knecht, communications
chief for the city, said $70 million
would pay for all "backbone infra-

structure and equipment for a new

system.

That includes the equipment at
the city and county dispatching
centers, and the equipment for all
the (police and fire) personnel."

Fern said the levy would cost an
added $33 a year for five years to
the owner of a $100,000 home.

BY TERRY FLYNN
The Cincinnati Enquirer

Cincinnati Police Chief Michael
Snowden and Hamilton County
Sheriff Simon Leis Jr. launched a

campaign Monday for voter ap-

proval of a $70 million countywide
communications system.

Joined by other city and county
officials, they met with The En-

quirer editorial board Monday to

explain the levy, which goes before
voters on the May primary ballot.

Police and fire communications

operations in Hamilton County are
about 25 years behind the times
and technology, they say, creating
an unsafe situation for police offi-

cers on the street.
The solution, the officials say, is

a $70 million citycoun-
ty communications system. The

way to pay for that system is by

going to the voters for approval of

a 1.09-mil- l, five-ye- ar levy.
Snowden said that, under the

current system of dispatching and
communicating for police and fire,
different departments within the
county responding to an emergen-
cy can communicate only with

OHIO

Schools now
can make up
snow time

COLUMBUS Gov. George
Voinovich on Monday signed
House Bill 164, allowing school
districts to extend hours to make
up days missed because of bad
weather this winter.

Ohio allows five "snow" days
a year before a school or district
must make up lost classwork.

Some schools in southeast
Ohio lost up to 22 days, while
others lost seven or eight. The
average across Ohio was about
10 lost days, said Warren
sell, director of government rela-

tions for the Ohio Department of
Education.

DOE decision awaited
MIAMISBURG Communi-

ty leaders and lawmakers said

Monday they had not heard
whether the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) planned to re-

store funding cuts that threaten
efforts to commercialize the
Mound nuclear weapons plant.

Miamisburg Mayor Dick
Church met with DOE officials
last week to try to get the funds
restored and should hear a deci-

sion by Wednesday.
Mound, which employs about

1,600 workers, makes triggers
for nuclear weapons. It is in

Miamisburg, about 10 miles
southwest of Dayton. President
Clinton's budget proposes to
slash up to $ 1 00 million from
Mound's $180 million annual
budget.

Stuck truck removed
SHARONVILLE Tow-truc- k

operators worked more
than IV2 hours Monday after-
noon to remove a truck wedged
under a railroad overpass on

Kemper Road.
Steve Eckelkamp, 34, of

Washington, Mo., was driving
the truck east on Kemper Road
when it became stuck.

Eckelkamp was not injured,
but Sharonville police officer
Richard Brock cited him for fail-

ure to obey a sign warning the
clearance was only 12 feet, 6
inches high. Damage to the van
was confined to a peeled top.

Residents vote today
CINCINNATI The Laurel

Homes Residents Council will
vote on officers from 4 to 7 p.m.
today in the lower level of the
residents council office, 585
Derrick Turnbow Ave. Nominat-

ing committee chairwoman is
Karen Lipscomb.

Student voting set
CINCINNATI The Youth

in City Government program for
1994 will have a session from 9
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Wednesday at
City Hall to elect student city of-

ficials.
More than 125 public and pa-

rochial llth-grad- e students par-

ticipated in three daylong ses-

sions of city government.
After the voting, the elected

students will participate in a city
council session with their adult
counterparts.

Meeting on budget
SILVERTON Council will

have a special meeting to adopt a

proposed 1994 budget at 7 p.m.
Thursday at the Municipal Build-

ing, 6860 Plainfield Road.
A budget must be adopted by

March 31, and all the informa-
tion was not ready in time to act
at the March 17 meeting.

3 agencies bought
CINCINNATI Deaconess

Hospital acquired three out-of-to-

home health care agencies
for children and is considering
launching a service in Cincinnati,
officials said Monday.

The move is part of the hospi-

tal's plan to diversify into other
Midwest cities. "Home health

President Le-

on Boothe
has been
named chair-
man of the
board of di-

rectors of the
American As-

sociation of
State Col-

leges and
Universities.

Gustavson loss, Cincinnati

Safety Director Bill Gustavson em-

phasized, "We've been lucky so

far."
What the city and county offi-

cials want to buy with the $70
million generated by the levy is a
new trunk communications system
using an frequency
that would allow communication
between different departments.

It would replace the old

system which has been
used here for more than 25 years.

"Every major city in Ohio has

gone to (the newer) system except
Cincinnati," Snowden said. "We
feel this is an unsafe situation.

Right now, for one department to
communicate with another, they
have to go through the different
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served 18 DeLuca

months in jail for state securities
violations in the mid-1980- s. He
was convicted of failing to pay
promissory notes to investors who
had paid him money to buy large
blocks of tickets which he then was
supposed to resell for higher
prices.

Meister went to jail again in
1990 and was released in Febru-

ary, 1993, after serving two years
and 10 months for writing bad
checks, theft and receiving stolen
property.

Meister said DeLuca made the
threatening calls because he was
jealous of his recent business suc-

cess and was angry because he
thought Meister owed him money.

"I believed he would have me
killed," Meister said.

DeLuca said he was upset with
Meister when he made the Dec. 13

phone call.

He said Meister had failed to
return five photographs of family
members and one autographed
photo of Vincent Price that Meis-

ter had promised to have framed to
reduce his $3,600 debt to DeLuca.

DeLuca said he wanted to give
the framed photos to others as
Christmas presents. He said he
received the unframed photo-
graphs from Meister on Dec. 22,
the day after he filed a theft com-

plaint against Meister with the
Norwood police.

DeLuca said he frequently has
used the phrase "You're dead" in

joking with his friends and custom-

ers, including Meister.
"I feel good," DeLuca said after

the judge's verdict. "I had my day
in court and we won."

His mission: to nurture jobs
ly 30 were in the downtown area,"
Udris said.

Udris is the city's fifth economic
director (two of them holding in-

terim positions) in four years.

"They need to have some stabil-

ity," said Joe Kramer, vice presi-
dent of economic development for
the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of
Commerce.

job development and job reten-

tion," Quails said. "The Reds and
Bengals are issues for city coun-

cil."

While the big downtown proj-

ects grab headlines, Udris said
long-ter- m economic growth also

depends on how well the city han-

dles smaller, neighborhood proj-

ects. "When I was in Cleveland, I

handled 180 different projects. On

City has high hopes
for development chief
BY TIM BONFIELD
The Cincinnati Enquirer

Andis Udris says his job is to
create jobs anywhere in Cincinnati,
not just downtown.

Monday was Udris' first day as
Cincinnati's economic development
director, the fifth person to fill the
role since 1990. It was a day for
meeting staff, greeting city council
and talking about priorities.

"Whatever creates a job is what
we want to focus on," Udris said.
"The reality is, our focus will be
neighborhood-oriente- d, and I view
downtown as one of our neighbor-
hoods."

Udris comes

Boothe The
Washington-base- d higher-educatio- n

association represents 375
colleges and universities. The
group selected Boothe at its an-

nual meeting in San Diego.

Also: Ron Crouch, direc-
tor of the Kentucky State Data
Center, told participants at a
weekend economic development
seminar in Morehead that east-
ern Kentucky "is running out of

young people" and so should put
emphasis on retraining older
workers A 19-fo- ot fence is

being constructed around Otter
Creek Correctional Center, a
minimum-securit- y prison in

Wheelwright, where five men
have walked away in a month.

INDIANA

Slain siblings buried
INDIANAPOLIS About

2,000 friends, family members
and classmates paid their last re-

spects Monday to Nick and Lisa
Allemenos, a and his

sister slain in their
Carmel home last week.

Three men have been ar-

rested in connection with the
slayings of the siblings and a

family friend, ld Chris
James, all found Thursday morn-

ing with their limbs bound and
necks slashed.

James was buried Sunday in
Zionsville.

Also: Richard Sciaraffa
of Kokomo, who helped clean
up radioactive debris from four
hydrogen bombs, has filed a $4.5
million claim against the Depart-
ment of Defense, claiming expo-
sure to the materials has left him
sterile and sick. . . . Indiana
high school seniors are taking
up cigarettes at an increasing
rate: 23 smoke vs. 18.5 of all

Hoosiers, the state Health De-

partment said.

Home Equity
Line

of Credit
Introductory Rate

Through October 1994

to Cincinnati af-t- er

working
since 1981 to
help rebuild
downtown
Cleveland. He
was the city's
economic de-

velopment d-

irector from
1987 to 1989.

t care is a needed service," hospi

Current
Rate

as of -94

IfNot For
This Special Offer

Udris He played a key
role in developing Cleveland's
Gateway complex, which includes a
new baseball park for the Indians
and a new basketball arena for the
Cavaliers.

Cincinnati faces its own set of
downtown issues: new stadiums for
the Reds and Bengals, new stores
for Lazarus and McAlpin's, expan-
sion of the convention center, and

proposals to build an aquarium and
a conservatory.

Udris said he doesn't want Cin

tal spokeswoman Kyle Ketabchi
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cinnati to solve the stadium issue
by copying Cleveland's Gateway
project. But local leaders can learn
from Cleveland how things got
done.

"We need to create a process to
expedite the projects that will
make everybody in Cincinnati hap-

py," Udris said. "But the issues
here are different. You can't just
say what was good for Cleveland
will be good for Cincinnati."

Mayor Roxanne Quails said
downtown mega-projec- ts are im-

portant because success or failure
can influence the city's overall im-

age as a good place to do business.
Udris' job extends beyond down-

town, she said.

"Clearly his top priorities are

To win a tax advantage, take this line ofattack
For home improvements, debt consolidation or just about anything else,
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Three hurt in wreck: Springdale paramedics take away
a woman injured in an accident Monday at Chesterdale Drive
near Kemper Road. Sally Spears, 33, of Sharonville, was
southbound on Chesterdale when her vehicle struck a car driv-

en by Margaret Kern, 64, Loveland. Kern, who was attempting
to make a left turn, was cited for failure to yield. Spears and her
passenger, Mary Ann Donnell, 36, of Greenhills, were treated
at Mercy Hospital Fairfield and released. Kern was treated at
Bethesda North Hospital and released.
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