
ill Cincinnati Bell now has the iOfiOO 6capability to install an improvedmm emergency phone call system Friday, May 30, 1980

called "Enhanced 911' but funding
needs to be worked out. Page C-- 2.
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Description Of Communications Section Disputed
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BY GEORGE HAHN
and MARTIN HOGAN JR.
Enquirer Reporters

Within the police department, the
communications sectlon-t- he publ-
ic's telephone link with police Is
described as the "penalty box,"
where policemen are assigned away
from direct personal contact with
citizens.

That description surfaced this
week when a report by analysts for
the city's personnel department
said police generally are assigned to
communications "for reasons of
health, discipline or Incompetence
In the field."

But several high-ranki- police
officials challenged that statement
Thursday. They said the majority of
the police officers working in com-
munications section are solid,
competent cops, the problem cases
don't predominate, there are other
police assignments which could fit
the "penalty box" description, as-

signment to communications Isn't
punishment and the section often is
a sanctuary for experienced officers
who are "burned out" after years of
stress as street cops.

A VETERAN police captain said
some officers volunteer for assign-
ment to communications because
they want a less demanding assign-
ment.

"After 23 years on the street, he
said, "some police officers have been
out there too long.

"Is It fair to fire a man and take
away his pension after he has put In
23 of the best years of his life on the
street, but burned himself out?"

Assistant Chief William Bracke,
whose command Includes the com-
munications section, called the
operation "the most technically
precise, yet most seriously criticized
unit In the police division."

Bracke said people who call for
police help often are hysterical,
sometimes they're drunk, many
times they don't give accurate ad-

dresses or descriptions of the probl-
em.

The Job requires a cool, experi-
enced police officer In charge,
Bracke added.

AND AMONG those kind now In
communications are three who are
physically disabled, but mentally
sharp.

One has suffered two heart at-

tacks, another Is recovering from a
kidney transplant and a third lost a
leg In a bout with cancer.

"I want to use his brain," said
Bracke. "That's irreplaceable."

Still, some police are assigned to
the communication sectlonns and
other non-stre- et duties because
they've had two or more depart-
mental disciplinary actions taken
against them.

Police Chief Myron J. Lelstler

Enquirer photo BY GORDON MORIOKA

POLICE AND civilians work amid computer terminals at communications section in District 1 headquarters on Ezzard

are clerk-typis- ts and 27 are assist-
ant operator-dispatcher- s.

They work three rotating police
shifts, plys two overlapping shifts.

Bracke said the operator-dis-patchers-th-

who answer calls
from the public, then radio the po-

lice cars-a- re selected through a
batter of 11 psychological tests.

"Yes," said Bracke, "we could as-

sign all civilians If we were allowed
to do so, but we'd always need a ser-

geant on duty to deal with the non-routi-

cases."

Sgt. Charles O'Mera, a communi-
cations section supervisor said that
relations between civilian personnel
and officers run smoothly "99 of
the time." O'Mera, who is on light
duty, said in his 14 years In the sec-

tion he has never seen anything
with gross sexual overtones.
"There's a lot of kidding, but no-

body's forced anything on

Sometimes Use

Foreign Radios
BEHIND THE SCENES: Many
automobile dealers are urging you
to "BUY AMERICAN-MADE- " cars

. BUT, many of these same
dealers are ordering new
American-mad- e cars from the
factory without a radio . . . and
would you believe? . . .They then
locally install a JAPANESE-MAD- E

RADIO.
One dealer defends the action

by saying the Japanese-mad- e

radio is more reliable then the
factory-mad- e product.

UPDATE DEPARTMENT:
Wednesday's column mentioned
that efforts were under way to
save the walk bridge In front of
Wlthrow High School ... A

number of readers called to ask
where they could send a donation.
Well, here's the address . . . Make
checks payable to the Nora May
Nolan Memorial Bridge Fund . . .

and mall to the First National
Bank, Hyde Park Branch, 3424

Edwards Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio,
45208.

A CINCINNATI surgeon, Dr.

Ray Krause, used his life-savi-

talents the other day In a rather
unusual way. He was called upon
to help a neighbor's dog that was

choking on a bone.
The pet was brought to the

Krause home with a bone lodged
In Its throat. Dr. Krause tried the
Heimlich procedure to dislodge
the bone, but It failed . . . There
didn't appear time to get the dog
to a vet for treatment so while the
dog's owner held It Dr. Krause
stuck his hand down the dog's
throat. He located the bone and
retrieved It.

DARTS AND FLOWERS:
DARTS to the Cincinnati

Federation of Teachers (CFT) for
Its objections to the school board's
new drug rules that require
teachers to turn In students
"known or suspected" of

possessing, using or selling illegal
drugs. The CFT objects to the part
of the policy that requires
teachers to turn in the students.

FLOWERS to the many
persons who volunteer their time
to work for the Resident Home for
the Mentally Retarded.

FLOWERS to the waitress at
the Northgat Smugglers Inn for
her honesty. A customer thought
he gave her a $20 bill . . . It was a
$50 bill. She returned the change
to him.

pate
Residen ts ot Sedamsvllle test
summer received a $47,850

Housing Opportunities Grant
trom the federal government to

Improve housing Along a
dilapidated stretch ofRlverRoad.

Results of the grant should
become evident by the end of this
summer.

There's been very little visible
progress, said Michael Cervay,
Cincinnati community assistance
officer. But the groundwork Is In
place for Improvement, he said.

Kevan Meade, director of the
Sedamsvllle Community Urban
Redevelopment Corp., said the
non-prof- it group has purchased
tools and ordered books that will

help River Road residents
renovate their own property.

Under provisions of the grant,
38 buildings on River Road,
between Steiner Avenue and
Ansonla Road, will be upgraded
through a series of grants to
homeowners.

To qualify for a grant of up to
$2,000, property owners must apply
"sweat equity"-perso- nal time or
money toward the renovation
project.

Grant distribution to
homeowners Is about to begin,
Meade said. "We plan on doing
most of the work this summer-wh- ile

It's still nice."

Housing Opportunity Grants
were awarded last summer to

three Cincinnati neighborhoods.
The other two are Camp
Washington and the East End.

JIM SLUZEWSKI
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300 YMCA Residents
Must Find New Homes

If there had been, O'Mera said, "

I wouldn't let my daughter work he-

re."

HIS DAUGHTER, Debbie O'Mera,
has been a police dispatcher for
seven months. "It's ridiculous," she
said of stories of sexual harrass-men- t,

adding that she was speaking
only of her own shift. She praised
the sworn officers, saying "I've
never been so supported in any Job
I've ever held. I've never known my
sergeant to raise his voice.

Sergeant O'Mera, who has 11

months until retirment said he
Joined the communications section
when "it was preferred duty." Many
men who have been assigned in the
last 10 years have had trouble in the
districts, he said.

Bracke, meanwhile, said he
"used to be a traditionalist who

Official Takes
Dated Clause
Off Land Title
BY JIM SLUZEWSKI
Enquirer Reporter

Hamilton County Recorder John E.

Held, in a move he believes can
establish a statewide precedent,
said Thursday that he personally
has removed a racially restrictive
covenant from a registered deed.

Last summer, Held started a

policy of refusing to record deeds or
Issue certificates of title that con-

tained archaic clauses saying land
cannot be sold, leased or rented to

anyone who is not white.
Early this month, Held's author-

ity to delete such clauses was chal-

lenged.
VERNON MCDANIEL, a court-appoint-

registered land examiner,
asserted Held had no right to au-

thorize that such a restrictive cov-
enant be removed from the deed of a
Roselawn property that was being
transferred from a deceased man to
his widow.

Leonard Kirschner, attorney for
the estate involved in the incident,
said no one has the authority to re

said that assignment is "not an ele-
ment of punishment," but ts placed
In a low-stre- ss Job when "we see he
has characteristics which cause him
difficulty in dealing with the publ-
ic."

Lelstler said assignments which
require little or no public contact
and could be termed "penalty
boxes" are the police

lot in the west end, the
central unit for processing war-
rants, the program management
bureau and duty In Hamilton Coun-
ty Municipal Court.

The veteran captain said such
assignments can be a "place to put
people who become eccentric (cyni-
cal, Inflexible) In their response to
the public."

THE COMMUNICATIONS section
Includes 43 civilians and 34 police
officers under the command of Lt.
James Brunck. Of the civilians, 16

difficulty have been assisted by a
YMCA staff person."

The attorney said he didn't know
how many men are living in the
building.

GRAY SAID 305 of 427 rooms are
now being rented by "mostly older,
single men." He asked city council
to hear him plead the case of "elderl-
y, homeless people who are threate-
ned with eviction."

Most of the YMCA tenants pay
about $130 monthly for their rooms,
Gray said later. The chief alterna- -

Inexpensive private hotels
ilves, charge $11 or $12 a night,
or more than $300 monthly, he said,
more than most of the Y's pension-
ers can afford.

"Some will stay with us, some
will find apartments with their
relatives, some will Just roam the
streets," Gray said. The Alcoholic
Drop-I- n Center houses between 100

and 125 homeless persons a night.
The Y had planned to demolish

the top six residential floors of the
building, but rescinded that decis-
ion last December. City council In

Charles Drive.

thought that only policemen with at
least 15 years' service should be as-

signed there, someone who has seen
and heard everything a thousand
times."

Bracke said he has seen similar
operations in other cities manned
entirely by civilians with a polic-
eman In charge. He added those
civilians were professional and
competent.

But Elmer Dunaway, president
of the Fraternal Order of Police,
said he would prefer that the com-

munications section be staffed en-

tirely with police officers "because
civilians never worked in the field
and don't know what it's like at all.

"The civilians are working there
because they want to be and some
of the policemen have been assign-
ed there for punishment," Dunaway
said.

move restrictive covenants from
registered land deeds because It
might cloud title to property.

McDaniel obtained an order
from Common Pleas Judge William
J. Morrissey that the transaction be
recorded, despite the unenforceable
covenant.

The covenants were written into
property records years ago to pre-
vent blacks and other minorities
from moving into some communi-
ties.

Joining with Housing Oppor-
tunities Made Equal (HOME), an
equal housing group, Held cited the
National Fair Housing Act and an
appeals court decision that said
such clauses, included in many old
deeds, are illegal and cannot be en-
forced.

Faced with being Jailed for con-

tempt of court, a clerk in Held's of-

fice accepted the controversial
transaction. But two days later, be-

fore a new certificate of title was
typed, the restrictive covenant was
removed on Held's order, the
recorder said.

"I thought there would be a
repercussion," Held said Thursday
of his action. "But there wasn't. We
won."

HELD SAID he did not ignore
Morrissey's order by removing the
deed restriction because the order
states that a new certificate of title
be issued "all In accordance with
law."

Educators

cluded it in an Interim Develo-
pment Control ordinance over the
area to block the demolition.

"If the Y doesn't want to be in
the housing business, that's all well
and good," Gray said. "We know
other non-prof- it groups that have
made offers for lt (the Elm Street
building)."

NIPPERT DESCRIBED It as "a
building in a low state of decline
with several floors already moth-balle- d

with certain units not rent-
able." Gray said the top two floors
are closed presently.

The Y is engaged in a $4.6 million
fund-raisi- ng campaign.

Nippert declined to offer a rea-
son for the closing. "The board took
this action after many years of

and thought and to try and
give a thumbnail sketch or give a

quick answer would be to oversim-

plify a difficult decision," he said.
"A great deal of thought went into
lt."

Ironically, city council's decision
not to hear Gray's appeal came one
week after lt gave unanimous ap-

proval to a resolution urging the
Park Board not to evict a center for
homeless men from Mount Airy
Forest.

It also came after lawmakers
delivered a ringing defense of free
speech following attacks on the
rights of Nazis and Communists to
demonstrate downtown.

BY DAVE KRIEGER
Enquirer Reporter

The YMCA will close its nine-stor- y,

mostly residential facility at Elm
Street and Central Parkway on
Sunday, forcing roughly 300 older
men to seek shelter elsewhere, the
head of a nearby Over-the-Rhl-

agency said Thursday.
Buddy Gray, program coordina-

tor of the Alcoholic Drop-I-n Center,
went to city hall with that message
but was denied permission to ad-
dress city council.

Lawmakers said later they did
not believe they could do anything
about lt.

Alfred K. Nippert Jr., a lawyer for
the Cincinnati-Hamilto- n County
YMCA, confirmed the scheduled
closing, calling lt "a board decision
after many years." The structure
will be "mothballed" for the time
being, he said.

"The residents were given their
notice on the first of April In writ-
ing and additional notices (were)
posted at the check-o- ut desk," Nip-pe- rt

said. "Those who have had

New Learning Technique Interests Local
ALTHOUGH GUSKEY conceded that stu-

dents won't always learn material even after
it is presented a second time, he said he still
believes mastery learning is effective.

"First of all, I'm not sure any test Is com-

pletely valid In measuring what a student has
learned, and secondly, I think there is a great
deal of learning not related to sequence."

New material presented to students often
gives them insight into previously presented
material which they did not understand, he
said.

Despite the fact that there ts "no actual
mandate" to use the mastery learning tech-
nique in Cincinnati schools, Ruth Werners-bac- h,

director of elementary education, said
much of lt Is already incorporated Into teach-
ing strategies in the district.

"The concept has been around for awhile
and I think most teachers are aware of it,"
she said, but Guskey's presentation will rein-
force that awareness.

Wernersbach said she believes mastery
leaning is "the most hopeful theory" for
effective learning.

ready learned the basic material are given
"enrichment exercises."

The competitive attitude in the tradition-
al classroom contrasts with the spirit of co-

operation In a mastery learning situation,
Guskey said.

"In the traditional classroom, students
are competing for a limited number of re-

wards," he said, referring to grades. In mas-

tery learning classrooms, however,"it's not"
detrimental to students to help each other."

Guskey said he does not believe grades
should be strictly based on the traditional
"normal" bell-shap- ed curve, which dictates
that only a small percentage of students
should receive high and low grades, while
most should fall In the middle "average"
range.

"There are two philosophies of grading.
One ts that lt should be an evaluation of what
students have learned, the other Is that it
should select and categorize students," Gus-

key said.
"My perspective is that If that (categoriz-

ing students) is the purpose of grading, then
we should teach as poorly as we can."

The learning technique, first conceptual-
ized by John Carroll, an education professor
at the University of North Carolina, is "a
teaching-learnin- g strategy" that enables
teachers to "meet the specific and Individual-
ized needs of students."

It was developed largely by Benjamin
Bloom, an education professor at the Univer-

sity of Chicago who taught Ouskey.
Under this learning method, two Ideas

are emphasized to help students learn.
First of all Is the Idea of a "formative test"

--a practice test given to students that does
not count toward their grade but helps them
discover what they have missed the first time.

This Initial test gives students more
confidence, competition and
emphasizing learning, Guskey said.

THE SECOND concept ts based on the
idea that "there are a wide variety of learning
styles," Ouskey said. Thus, if students don't
master material the first time, teachers
present lt to them In a different way the sec-

ond time. Meanwhile, students who have al

BY BECKY PRATT
Enquirer Reporter

"Mastery learning," a teaching technique
based on the theory that any student can
learn if he is given enough time, was present-
ed to Cincinnati educators Thursday at the
annual meeting of the School Foundation of
Greater Cincinnati.

"We're exposing people to mastery learn-
ing to see what they think of lt," said Polly
Hamlin, executive director of the Foundation.
She said officials from suburban schools, as
well as Cincinnati schools, have expressed
Interest In the technique, which was present-
ed by Thomas Guskey, director of educational
research at the University of Kentucky.

SPEAKING AT an afternoon press con-
ference, Guskey said mastery learning rejects
the notion that there are different levels of
learning ability among students.

Instead of categorizing students as "good
learners" and "bad learners," Guskey said,
mastery learning allows for "slow learners"
and "fast learners."

"Everybody Is able to learn, It's Just that
the time varies," he said.
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Here Is the number picked Thurs
day night In the Ohio lottery's
dally number game: 743


