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CITY OF CINCINNATI BSBC PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN (PMP) 

The purpose of this document is to provide the history and a high-level descripIon of the Brent Spence 
Bridge Corridor (BSBC) Project, state the project goals and objecIves, provide the status on funding, 
design, and construcIon, and define the City of CincinnaI’s goals and objecIves, team members and 
their roles and responsibiliIes. The Project Management Plan is a living document to be updated as 
opportuniIes are idenIfied, as procedures are modified or added, or as significant changes on the 
project occur. The City Project Team is commiRed to making this project a success for the city and the 
region. 

 

John S. Brazina, Director of TransportaIon and Engineering 
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I. PROJECT HISTORY 
 

 

On October 14, 2004, the Kentucky TransportaIon Cabinet (KYTC) and the Ohio Department of 
TransportaIon (ODOT) recognized the need to improve the Brent Spence Bridge corridor and formally 
entered into an agreement to jointly develop and deliver a project to replace the exisIng Brent Spence 
Bridge. That agreement has been updated and modified five Imes from 2004 to the present, including a 
supplement dated December 12, 2012, that established a Bi-State Management Team (BSMT) to focus 
on procurement, financing, and project communicaIons. Project delivery procedures and process and 
the roles and responsibiliIes of the BSMT are detailed in the BSBC Project Management Plan, adopted 
June 29, 2023.  
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In October 2005, a Public Involvement Plan was developed to guide the alternaIves development and 
evaluaIon process. Preliminary engineering and planning studies coupled with extensive public and 
stakeholder involvement were documented in the project’s Environmental Assessment (EA) completed in 
March 2012. On August 9, 2012, FHWA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) idenIfying 
AlternaIve I as the selected alternaIve for the BSBC Project.  AlternaIve I contemplate a new 
Companion Bridge, just west of the exisIng Brent Spence Bridge. Since 2012, KYTC and ODOT have 
worked to idenIfy and evaluate measures to reduce the cost of the project and to improve the design 
and constructability. In 2022 Concept I-W was accepted where all I-71 and I-75 interstate traffic will be 
on the new companion bridge and local connecIvity will be accommodated via the exisIng Brent Spence 
Bridge.  This refined concept reduces cost, is more construcIble and improves the local connecIvity for 
both Ohio and Kentucky.  

FHWA has approved two prior NEPA reevaluaIons of the BSBC Corridor Project. In the first reevaluaIon, 
completed on February 11, 2015, FHWA determined that the potenIal to toll I-71/I75 would require the 
preparaIon of a Supplemental EA (SEA) to evaluate the addiIonal impacts associated with tolling. 
However, studies pertaining to tolling were stopped in 2015, and no acIon was taken to prepare the SEA. 
In the second reevaluaIon, completed on March 15,2018, FHWA determined that the environmental 
resource studies were more than five years old and would require addiIonal review to ensure the NEPA 
decision remained valid based on the possibility of new, changed, or addiIonal regulatory requirements. 
Both reevaluaIons concluded that unIl KYTC and ODOT commiRed to any potenIal changes in project 
scope and the required reevaluaIon was completed, the exisIng FONSI dated August 9, 2012, would 
remain valid. 

In a leRer to FHWA on July 22, 2021, KYTC and ODOT provided project updates and commiRed to 
preparing a supplemental EA. The SEA is anIcipated to be approved in May 2024. ODOT and KYTC are 
conInuing to coordinate with FHWA to accelerate the SEA approval date. 

A Project Advisory CommiRee (PAC) was formed early in the project development process to beRer align 
the project with regional and community needs and to facilitate regional, local and community input. 
PAC members include representaIves from government agencies, community groups, and local 
businesses. The role of the PAC is to review various components of the project and offer feedback to 
allow the views of the community and local organizaIons to be addressed as the project is developed 
and implemented. The PAC members act as liaisons between their respecIve organizaIons and 
communiIes and the project team. The PAC also assists with distribuIng informaIon provided by the 
project team. ParIcipants in the PAC have been updated throughout the course of the project to reflect 
the most current stakeholder groups present in the area and to reflect current staff posiIons. City of 
CincinnaI members on the PAC are the Mayor, the Director of the Department of Community and 
Economic Development, the Director of the Department of TransportaIon and Engineering (DOTE), the 
CincinnaI Park Board, and the Director of the Department of the City Planning.   

A sub-group of the PAC, referred to as the AestheIcs CommiRee, was formed to evaluate aestheIc 
treatments through the corridor, including structure type and corridor theme. MeeIngs of the 
AestheIcs CommiRee are planned to discuss opportuniIes to incorporate aestheIc treatments into the 
project. City of CincinnaI members on the AestheIcs CommiRee are the Department of TransportaIon 
and Engineering and the Parks Department. 
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II. PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

 

 

The primary project goals iden4fied as part of the Brent Spence Corridor NEPA decision are the following:  

A.  Improve traffic flow and level of service,  

B.  Improve safety, 

C.  Correct geometric deficiencies, and 

D.  Maintain connecIons to key regional and naIonal transportaIon corridors.  

 

The Project objec4ves were developed with input from the PAC.  They are as follows: 

A.  Maximize the Project scope within the programmed funding amounts through 
innovaIon, design opImizaIon and effecIve risk miIgaIon, 

B.  Build a project with a context sensiIve design that fits within the community,  

C.  Maximize the public investment in the Project by minimizing the footprint, 

D.  Minimize the footprint of the interstate system to maximize potenIal developable space, 

E.  Improve neighborhood connecIvity across the interstate, 

F.  Minimize traffic disrupIon during construcIon, with minimal detours or diversion of 
traffic to the local streets, 
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G.  Provide opportuniIes for Workforce Development and DBE uIlizaIon, 

H.  Provide strong aestheIc value along the Project corridor, 

I.  Achieve effecIve project delivery, 

J.  Minimize physical intrusion and impact, 

K.  Create best environmental outcomes, 

L.  Design for sustained quality of life,  

M.  Improve the local road aestheIcs when crossing the interstate, and  

N.  Open the traffic on the new Companion Bridge by July 15, 2029.  

 

III. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

 

The BSBC Project will reconstruct approximately 5 miles of I-71/I-75 in Kentucky and 3 miles of I-75 in 
Ohio and will include construcIon of a new Companion Bridge over the Ohio River just to the west of the 
exisIng Brent Spence Bridge. The Project limits are from just south of the Dixie Highway Interchange in 
Kentucky north to Marshall Ave in Ohio with the interstate being widened by one addiIonal lane in each 
direcIon throughout the corridor. The esImated cost of the total project design and construcIon is 
currently esImated at $3.6 billion. 
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The preferred design of the Project, Concept I-W, contemplates that all interstate traffic for I-71 and I-75 
will be accommodated via the new Companion Bridge, and all local connecIvity will be accommodated 
via the exisIng Brent Spence Bridge. The design of the new Companion Bridge type is anIcipated to be 
an arch or cable-stayed bridge.  

The Project will include the rehabilitaIon and reconfiguraIon of the exisIng Brent Spence Bridge, 
reducing the number of lanes on each deck from four lanes to three lanes and significantly increasing the 
inside and outside shoulder widths. Two “Collector-Distributor (CD) Road” systems will be constructed 
with the Project; one CD Road to connect I-71/I-75 traffic to and from the local street network between 
West 12th Street (southbound at 5th Street) in Covington, Kentucky and Ezzard Charles Drive in 
CincinnaI, Ohio, and one CD Road between south of Dixie Highway and north of Kyles Lane in both 
direcIons, allowing for upgraded interchanges.  

Local connecIvity in Covington will be improved by extending frontage roads to connect 5th Street and 
Pike Street going northbound and 4th Street and Pike Street going southbound.  

The Project, including design of the new Companion Bridge, will include aestheIc features for which 
detailed specificaIons will be developed. 

The CompleIon Deadline for the Companion Bridge to be completed and open to traffic Milestone will 
be July 15, 2029. The SubstanIal CompleIon Deadline for the Project will be September 15, 2030.  

 

IV. PROJECT PHASING 
 

The Project is split into three phases:  
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• Phase I: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor (Ohio) is I-75 from Findlay Street to Marshall Avenue, including a 
new Western Hills Viaduct (WHV) interchange.  The new Western Hills Viaduct is not part of the BSBC 
project and is being managed by the City of CincinnaI.  The design and construcIon of the new 
interchange is part of the BSBCP and needs to be designed and constructed in harmony with the new 
WHV. Phase I of the BSB Corridor Project will be procured using a tradiIonal Design-Bid-Build (DBB) 
delivery method.  

• Phase II: Brent Spence Bridge Corridor (Ohio) is I-75 from Linn Street to Findlay Street.  Phase II is also 
a tradiIonal Design-Bid-Build (DBB) delivery method.  

• Phase III: Brent Spence Bridge and New Companion Bridge will construct approximately five miles of I-
71/I-75 in Kentucky and one mile of I-75 in Ohio, a new Companion Bridge over the Ohio River just to the 
west of the exisIng Brent Spence Bridge and rehabilitate the exisIng Brent Spence Bridge.  Due to the 
size and complexity of this scope, the BSMT selected to use a Progressive Design-Build delivery method 
for this phase.   

 

The process for the design and construcDon of Phase III will be as follows:  

Progressive Design-Build delivery method 

 

 

Phase III - Phase 1A Proof of Concept.  

The DBT will collaborate with the BSMT to create or confirm the project’s basis of design.  This begins 
with the innovaIon process.  The DBT develops and reviews innovaIons to refine or change the project’s 
basic configuraIon and construcIon criteria to meet established project goals and objecIves or reduce 
project costs and schedule. KYTC, ODOT, FHWA, the DBT, and local agency (including DOTE) experts 
review innovaIons for fatal flaws. RecommendaIons are shared with the Project Advisory CommiRee. 
This is the chance to provide feedback on the refined design opIons. KYTC, ODOT, FHWA, and the DBT 
will address the feedback received. KYTC, ODOT and FHWA will make final decisions about 
recommended innovaIons. The DBT will prepare a final summary report, and the public is noIfied of 
accepted innovaIons.  

Phase III - Phase 1B Project Development 

The DBT incorporates accepted innovaIons into the project design and the design is advanced to 
approximately 60 to 70 percent. The DBT will then provide a formal proposal (including pricing) for the 
Final Design and ConstrucIon Phase. 
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Phase III - Phase 2 – Final Design and ConstrucDon  

Once the BSMT and DBT agree upon terms (including the project’s scope, price, and schedule), the DBT 
will complete the design and begin construcIon. ConstrucIon is accelerated by compleIng the design of 
smaller pieces of the project called buildable units and construcIng them before the enIre project is 
designed.  Local agencies will be asked to provide comments for each buildable unit when the work is 
within their jurisdicIon.  DOTE has a team of experts in their respecIve fields to review and provide 
comments on each buildable unit.  DOTE will provide comments to ODOT. The BSMT will approve each 
buildable unit and construcIon will begin. The BSMT will perform construcIon quality assurance and 
inspecIon for all work. DOTE will do construcIon oversight for the work on city streets and assets to 
assure the work is completed per City Standards.  

 

V.  PROJECT FUNDING, DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

In 2021, ODOT secured the funding to complete detailed design and prepare contract plans for Phases I 
and II of the project. ODOT also secured the funding to construct Phase II beginning in 2025. In 
November 2021, the United States Congress passed Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act – also known 
as the “BiparIsan Infrastructure Law” – which created new programs to fund key infrastructure prioriIes 
and create more funding opportuniIes for local governments. KYTC and ODOT received federal funding 
grants worth $1.635 billion for the remaining elements of the BSBC Corridor Project and have developed 
detailed funding plans for the remaining porIons of their project costs. With funding secured, the BSMT 
announced in August of 2023, a design-build team (DBT) consisIng of Walsh-Kokosing was awarded the 
progressive design-build contract to design and build Phase III of the project.  

 

 

 

V. PROJECT DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
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It is the policy of the ODOT that Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs) shall have equal opportunity 
to compete for and perform work as subcontractor or subconsultants on contracts awarded by ODOT. 
The specific DBE goal for each contract is defined by ODOT. 

The DBE goal will be defined by ODOT for the Phase I and II construcIon contracts.  TradiIonal goals 
(typically around 7% of the contract price) will be determined based on final plans and specificaIons.  

The BSBC Phase III progressive design build contract goal is to ensure the contractors, consultants, 
subconsultants, and subcontractors comply with the stated project goals and objecIves. The Contractor, 
consultants, subconsultants, and subcontractors are required to implement a proacIve DBE program 
that is consistent with the Project DBE Program and will achieve each state’s project DBE expenditure 
goal.  The DBE goal for the preconstrucIon phase of Phase III is 9% of the Contract Price. ODOT is 
targeIng a DBE goal of at least 7% of the contract price for the final contract amount.  

 

ODOT also emphasizes that opportuniIes for on-the-job training and inclusion of diverse work force is 
important for the success of this project. The DBT will develop a Workforce Development Plan to assist 
candidates seeking employment in the transportaIon industry or related infrastructure projects. The 
plan may include, but should not be limited to, opportuniIes to engage elementary, middle, and high 
school students in STEM opportuniIes or the Project, apprenIceship programs, and veteran 
employment programs.  The City’s Department of Economic Inclusion will work with ODOT to maximize 
opportuniIes to increase diversity in the project workforce. 

To promote parIcipaIon of Disadvantaged Business Enterprises, opportuniIes for on-the-job training 
and inclusion of work force diversity a BSBC Corridor Diversity & Inclusion Outreach CommiRee (DIOC) 
was formed. The Mayor and Director of the City’s Department of Economic Inclusion are members of 
this commiRee. 
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VI. CITY OF CINCINNATI PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

    

 

 

The Department of TransportaIon and Engineering (DOTE) is the lead agency for the City of CincinnaI 
for this project.  DOTE is working with ODOT to ensure that the project goals and objecIves are being 
addressed as related to the city’s interests.  
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The City’s primary project goals and objecDves align with the project’s and are:  

• The project is built on-4me 
o Minimize traffic disrup1on during construc1on, with minimal detours or diversion of traffic to  

the local street 
o Minimize the impacts to the access of the Downtown Cincinna1 and the Central Riverfront  

during construc1on   
 

• Reclaim land for development 
o Minimize the footprint of the interstate system 
o Create con1guous land, ideal for development 

Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project
Cincinnati Local Street Bridges over I-75

KYTC Item No. 6-17 | ODOT PID 89068
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o Update to the Revive Cincinna1: Lower Mill Creek Valley plan will recommend zoning/land-use of 
developable land 
 

• Reconnect communi4es 
o Improve connec1ons from Queensgate and West End across the interstate 
o Create safe, invi1ng crossing for pedestrians and cyclists 

 
• Build a project with a context sensi4ve design  

o Protected pedestrian and bike facili1es 
o Interstate crossing should include streetscape elements and feel like city streets, not bridges crossing a 

highway 
o Traffic calming features 
o Crea1on of greenspace 

 
• Create opportuni4es for Workforce Development and DBE u4liza4on,  

 
• Climate Equity for the affected Neighborhoods. 

 

DOTE has formed a local Brent Spence Bridge Advisory CommiRee (BSBAC) made up of Community, 
Business and Regional representaIves directly affected by the Project within the city limits. DOTE can 
quickly share informaIon and obtain feedback throughout the planning, design, and construcIon of the 
project.  DOTE will evaluate the feedback as to meeIng the City’s goals.  DOTE will provide updates to 
the Mayor and City Council as needed.  DOTE will work with ODOT to address the BSBAC concerns.  

Members of the BSBAC include: 

Cynthia Kearns Camp Washington Business Association 
Paul Grilli Camp Washington Community Council 
Spencer Deutsch Camp Washington Business Association 
Brenden Regan CHCURC 
Tony Walsh CUF Neighborhood Association 
Andrew Naab Downtown Residents Council (DRC) 
Steve Leeper 3CDC - Convention Center 
Eric Beck Hamilton County Engineer 
Melissa Wegman Queensgate Business Alliance 
Matt Jones Cincinnati Regional Business Committee (CRBC) 
Pete Metz Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber 
Steve Kenat Bridge Forward 
Philip Denning Port Authority 
Chris Griffin West End Community Council 
Nick Johnson West End Business Association 
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VII. CITY OF CINCINNATI PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM MEMBERS  
ROLES AND RESPONSIBLITIES 
 

The City’s project management team consists of DOTE staff and other City agencies’ staff required to 
support this project.  The city is not a funding partner or is responsible for any of the construcIon costs, 
however, DOTE has been alloRed a minimal amount of funding for staff to support this project.  

Members of the city team and their roles are: 

Mayor, ASab Pureval  

• Primary point person for public communica1ons related to any major decisions on the planning and design of 
the project 

• Work closely with DOTE to set the city’s goals and objec1ves 
• Member of the Project Advisory CommiPee 
• Member of the project Diversity & Inclusion Outreach CommiPee 

   

DOTE Director, John Brazina  

• Primary point of contact between ODOT and the City 
• Provide Project updates to the Mayor and City Council 
• Oversee and provide guidance to the City’s Project team 
• Member of the Project Advisory CommiPee  

 

DOTE Division Head/BSBC Project Manager (BSBCPM), Bryan Williams 

• Primary point of contract between ODOT, the DB Team and the City for planning and design comments 
• Oversee and provide guidance to the DOTE team members 
• Member of the Project Advisory CommiPee  
• Chair of the local BSBPAC 
• Manage DOTE’s BSBC project budget 
• Coordinate the city’s review and provide detailed comments to ODOT and the DBT for all buildable units 
• Provide project updates to the DOTE Director  
• Update the PMP as needed 
• Co-manage the Plan Cincinna1: Neighborhoods of the Lower Mill Creek Valley plan 

 

Department of City Planning and Engagement Director, Katherine Keough-Jurs 

• Member of the Project Advisory CommiPee  
• Co-manage the Plan Cincinna1: Neighborhoods of the Lower Mill Creek Valley plan 

 

Department of Community and Economic Development, Markiea Carter 

• Member of the Project Advisory CommiPee  
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Parks Department Division Head of Planning and Design, Joel Gross 

• Member of the Project Advisory CommiPee  
• Member of the Project Aesthe1cs CommiPee 

 

Department of Economic Inclusion Interim Director, Laura Cas4llo 

• Member of the Project Diversity & Inclusion Outreach CommiPee 
 

DOTE Division Head of Development, Permits and Urban Design, Angie Strunc  

• Member of the Project Aesthe1cs CommiPee 
• Provide detailed comments to the BSBCPM for buildable unit reviews for City streets as related to City complete 

street standards, aesthe1c, and bicycle and pedestrian facili1es 
• Provide BSBCPM graphic support 
• Approve and issue street closure and nighUme noise waiver permits for work on City streets 
• Provide review comments to the BSBCPM on preliminary designs related to economic development, 

neighborhood improvements and connec1vity opportuni1es 
 

DOTE Division Head Traffic Engineering, Cur4s Hines 

• Provide detailed comments to the BSBCPM for buildable unit reviews for city streets as related to traffic control 
and wayfinding signage, traffic control signals and devices and street ligh1ng 

• Provide feedback to the BSBCPM on planned street lane closures and restric1ons 
 

DOTE Principal Engineer Structures/WHV Project Manager, Bill Shefcik  

• Provide detailed comments to the BSBCPM on buildable unit reviews for city streets as related to city owned or 
maintained bridges and retaining walls 

• Coordinate the design and construc1on of the WHV Project with the BSBC Project 
 

DOTE Principal Engineer Transporta4on Design, Chris Ertel 

• Provide detailed comments to the BSBCPM on buildable unit reviews for city streets as related to DOTE street 
design standards 

• Update DOTE’s asset management database for any changes made to DOTE assets 
 

DOTE Principal Engineer Construc4on Management, Joe Hinzman 

• Provide detailed comments to the BSBCPM on buildable unit reviews for city streets for constructability 
• Provide construc1on engineering and inspec1on oversight for work on city streets and assets 

 

DOTE Administra4ve Specialist, Ursula Miller 

• Provide assistance for public involvement and outreach 
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DOTE SupporIng Staff Members.  The following list of DOTE staff supports the BSBCPM, and the Division 
and SecIon managers in the tasks assigned to them. 

DOTE Development, Permits and Urban Design Principal Architect, Jeff S4nes 

DOTE Construc4on Management Senior Engineer, Lisa Rowell 

DOTE Structures Supervising Engineer, Brandon Lecrone 

DOTE Traffic Engineering Supervising Engineer, Ryan Kirk 

DOTE Traffic engineering Supervising Engineer, Andy Carter 

 

IX. DETAILED DESIGN CRITERIA AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR CITY STREETS 

 

The DBT shall cause all Design and ConstrucIon Work on city streets to comply with the applicable local 
agency standards.  

The Project design speeds and legal speeds for the City of Cincinna4 streets shall meet the minimum 
speeds as shown in Table below.  

Roadway FuncDonal classificaDon Design/ Legal Speed 
W. 2nd St. Urban Principal Arterial 25/25 
W. 3rd St. Urban Principal Arterial 25/25 
W. 5th St. Urban Collector Street 25/25 
W. 6th St. Urban Collector Street 25/35 
W. 7th St. Urban Principal Arterial 25/25 
W. 8th St. Urban Principal Arterial 25/25 
W. 9th St. Urban Principal Arterial 25/25 
Winchell Avenue Urban Minor Arterial 25/25 

*Design of the Collector-distributor Street system is intended to calm traffic and lower speeds as vehicles enter the urban core 
and connect the local street network. 

DOTE Design Standards for City Streets: 

• City of CincinnaI Supplement to State of Ohio Department of TransportaIon ConstrucIon 
and Material SpecificaIons  

• City of CincinnaI Standard Drawings Department of Public Works Division of Engineering  
• City of CincinnaI Department of TransportaIon and Engineering – Subdivision and 

Development Street Manual  
• City of CincinnaI Traffic Safety Handbook (Blue Book) City of CincinnaI  
• Sidewalk RegulaIons Book  
• City of CincinnaI Stormwater Management Rules and RegulaIons, Stormwater 

Management UIlity (SMU) 
•  City of CincinnaI SMU Design Manual  
• City of CincinnaI SMU Standard Drawing 



CITY OF CINCINNATI BRENT SPENCE BRIDGE COORIDOR PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

Page | 15 
 

• NACTO Urban Street Design Guide  
• NACTO Global Street Design Guide  
• NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide  
• AASHTO A Guide for TransportaIon Landscape and Environmental Design  
• AASHTO Guide for the Planning, Design, and OperaIon of Pedestrian FaciliIes  
• AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle FaciliIes 

 

X. CITY OF CINCINNATI UTILITIES 

 

The CincinnaI Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD), Greater CincinnaI Water Works and CincinnaI 
Stormwater Management are considered uIliIes. Any new, relocaIons or alteraIons to their systems 
will be done in accordance with ODOT’s and the Local Agency’s rules and regulaIons and standards.  

ODOT is commiRed to causing minimal impacts and do improvements where they can be achieved 
because of the work required for the project. The following technical specificaIon is included in the DBT 
contract. To date The Project is commiRed to removing 113 acres from the MSD combined sewer system. 

• The Contractor shall not increase stormwater runoff to the individual exisIng MSD sewer inlets 
or pipes that currently receive stormwater from the roadways as a result of the work on the 
Project. The Contractor needs to be aware that MSD has an old system of conduits and are 
concerned with increased flows as well as the structural integrity of their system if addiIonal fill, 
live load, or staIc load will be added in the vicinity of their pipes. The Contractor shall be 
required to adequately demonstrate minimizaIon of any impacts to exisIng system to MSD and 
ODOT for approval. If the Contractor’s design adequately addresses this provision, it is not 
anIcipated that any further analysis of MSD’s combined sewer network will be required. 
However, if the Contractor’s design does increase stormwater runoff to an inlet or pipe or 
increases live load or staIc load or if the Contractor wishes to make a new connecIon to MSD’s 
storm sewer or combined sewer network, the Contractor shall be responsible for addressing any 
necessary analysis requirements and upgrades to the system needed to meet hydraulic capacity 
requirements per MSD and ODOT Governing RegulaIons.   
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IX. CURRENT STATUS AND REFINEMENTS 

    

 

 

DOTE has been working with ODOT to refine the design to beRer align with the city’s goals for the 
project.   

The status of each phase along with accepted design refinements are. 

Phase I  

The design is funded and ODOT has commiRed to funding construcIon when it’s needed. Design and 
related environmental service contracts are currently awarded and ongoing in preparaIon for the 
development of contract documents. Current design contracts were procured through the established 
ODOT Request for Proposal (RFP) processes which follow and adhere to federal requirements. The BSBC 
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Phase I design of the WHV interchange is being coordinated with the City of CincinnaI WHV Project. 
ODOT has commiRed to construcIng the interchange along with the City’s WHV project.  The process of 
selecIon of a contractor by tradiIonal compeIIve bid will begin later in 2028. The construcIon will 
coordinate with the WHV project. 

The BSBC Phase I is reconstrucIng and widening approximately 0.8 miles of I-75 from Findlay Street to 
just south of Marshall Avenue at the northern end of the BSBC corridor. It will replace Bank Street and 
Harrison Avenue bridges over I-75, construct a new Interchange on I-75 to connect to the new WHV, and 
build pedestrian and bicycle faciliIes under I-75 on Bank Street and Harrison Avenue. Refinements 
within the limits of Phase I were made in coordinaIon with the City of CincinnaI to reduce project 
impacts and costs and to improve local access to I-75.  

The refinements incorporated into the Phase I design include:  

• Shiuing the I-75 alignment west of the alignment for AlternaIve I at the connecIon to Phase II (ODOT 
PID 113361) to minimize work along Winchell Avenue;  

• AccommodaIng all movements to and from I-75 via the boRom deck of the new WHV. The TUDI 
design from the 2012 EA/FONSI accommodated Interstate movements from the boRom deck and local 
movements from the top deck of the exisIng WHV;  

• Providing indirect westbound access from Spring Grove Avenue to the boRom deck of the new WHV 
via the proposed ramp at Bank Street. The TUDI design from the 2012 EA/FONSI provided a ramp 
connecIng Spring Grove Avenue directly to the top deck of the exisIng WHV; and  

• Providing a connecIon traveling eastbound from the new WHV to westbound Harrison Avenue off the 
east end of the WHV interchange at the northbound ramp intersecIon. The original TUDI design 
provided access via a ramp from the top deck of the exisIng WHV. 

Phase II  

The design and construcIon are funded. Design and related environmental services are currently 
ongoing in preparaIon for the development of contract documents. Current design contracts were 
procured through the established ODOT Request for Proposal (RFP) processes which follow and adhere 
to federal requirements. The process of selecIon of a contractor through a tradiIonal compeIIve bid 
will begin later in 2026.  

Refinements within the limits of Phase II were made in coordinaIon with the City of CincinnaI to reduce 
project impacts and costs and to improve local access to I-75.  

The refinements incorporated into the Phase II design include:  

• Moving the northbound entrance ramp to I 75 from its exisIng locaIon at Freeman Avenue (south of 
Ezzard Charles Drive) to Winchell Avenue (north of Ezzard Charles Drive); Reducing the project footprint 
by adjusIng the alignment of the southbound C-D roadway to run closer to I-75;  

• Reducing the project footprint by narrowing the inside shoulder widths along I-75.;  

• Widening the outside shoulders on southbound I-75 near Findlay Street and Liberty Street to 
accommodate maintenance of traffic during construcIon;  
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• Replacing two exisIng one-way bridges on Ezzard Charles Drive with a combined two-way bridge over 
I-75 to reduce wrong-way crashes; and  

• AdjusIng the horizontal and verIcal alignments of I-75 to match the current design speed of 55 mph 
(reduced from 60 mph), provide required sight distances, increase the separaIon between I-75 and 
Court Street, and provide proper verIcal clearances at cross streets. 

Phase III  

The design and construcIon are funded. The DBT is under contract and the BSMT is negoIaIng a 
detailed scope and price to begin the proof-of-concept and project development phase.  A NTP is 
expected in late September 2023.  Once a NTP is issued, DOTE will work with ODOT and the DBT to 
create addiIonal refinements or confirm the project’s basis of design, including the Bridge Forward 
proposed design changes.  The BSMT has also awarded a contract to Michael Baker and Associates for 
Design Quality Management and to WSP for ConstrucIon, Engineering, and InspecIon.   

Prior to the proof-of-concept phase with the DBT, DOTE has reviewed the current I-W design and shared 
comments with ODOT.  The city’s comments are geared towards maximizing the potenIal development 
space and supporIng those sites by having the potenIal to create access that supports any type of 
development that would be constructed on these sites. ODOT is currently evaluaIng the City’s 
comments. Many of the city’s comments share the same goal as the Bridge Forward concepts and if 
deemed to meet the overall project goals, ODOT has agreed to consider them.  

DOTE has a very good working relaIonship with ODOT on this project.  ODOT is willing to address the 
city’s comments and incorporate changes when they meet the project goals.  Many of DOTE’s detailed 
requests have been included in the design such as, improving the pedestrian and bicycle connecIons 
over the interstate with opaque screening, wide share paths with pedestrian level lighIng and planIngs 
as a buffer from traffic.  DOTE will conInue to work with ODOT and the DBT to develop addiIonal ideas 
and concepts that refine the design to advance achieving the city’s goals.  


